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CONFOfiMITY. 



' You may turn over Ihe leaves of your 
Bible till this time to-morrow,' said Leonard 
to his cousin ; ' you will find nothing there 
to support the arguments which you have 
been so stoutly and ingeniously upholding.' 

'So you say^' replied James; 'but I 
never will believe'that' a practice so gene- 
rally sanctioned among the most experienced 
and gifted professors of serious religion is 
destitute of scriptural authority.' 

' The numerous suflrages of which you 
boast, did they even comprize the whole 
bulk of the visible church, would weigh as 
nothing agaiust a single plain precept of 
inspiration, were there only one, " Yea, let 
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God be true, and every man a liar." Hap- 
pily, however, for the honour of the Gospel 
among men, the majority ia by no means 
80 great as you conceive ; while the line of 
separation is so distinctly marked and laid 
down throughout the whole book of tnith, 
that it is to me a matter of increasing as- 
tonishment how any man, taking that reve- 
lation for his guide, can be enticed out of a 
path so palpably defined.' 

' That is what I am seeliing to ascertain,' 
observed James ; " and if I find it as you 
say, the question is of course set at rest, but 
I shall search for myself At present, T find 
many persons far before you in years, and 
in christian knowledge, asserting a thing to 
be consistent with the will of God, which 
you most resolutely and unsparingly stig- 
matize as tending to the subversion of evan- 
gelical purity. The Bible must decide, and 
should it confirm your position, I shall 
readily confess that you " understand more 
than the ancients," because you keep the 
precepts of God.' 

The subject thus engrossing the attention 
of the two cousins, was one of no trifling 
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importance. Their respective families both 
belonged to the congregation of a decidedly 
pious and evangelical minister, whose fol- 
lowers they equally professed to be. In 
each house, honour was rendered to the 
name of Jehovah by the regular obBcrvance 
of family worship, and" one Lord, one faith," 
formed the basis of more than kindred af- 
fection among the members of the two 
households. In one point, however, a very 
striking distinction was visible ; the Ayletts 
frequently mingling in general society, and 
sedulously cultivating those accomplishments 
which are held in high esteem among men ; 
while the Keiths, adhering to a stricter in- 
terpretation of the christian code, abstained 
from such intercourse, and excluded from 
their scheme of education whatsoever was 
calculated to glitter in the eyes of an un- 
godly multitude. Mr. Aylett had been from 
childhood a resident in the place, and had 
enjoyed the privileges attendant on a long 
succession of gospel ministers. His wife 
was similarly circumstanced, and they had 
entered upon the marriage state with a cor- 
dial concurrence in the declaration, " As for 
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me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
Id assigning the bounds of that service, they 
acted according to their own views of His 
requirements, interpreting them with a care- 
ful rejection of whatsoever might, as they 
apprehended, invest rehgion with a garb too 
gloomy and austere. In like manner they 
pursued the education of their children, and, 
delighted to behold them conspicuous for 
personal beauty, fondly hoped to render 
them, and through them the religion which 
they professed, doubly attractive in the eyes 
of the world, by perfecting them in all those 
adornments of taste, manner, and dress, 
which were considered almost indispensable 
in young people of their station. 

Ample pecuniary resources, and connex- 
ions of an elevated scale in society, fur- 
nished a fair pretext, a plea of necessity 
indeed ; for ranks, they remarked, were not 
to be levelled, though pride must be hum- 
bled, by the entrance of pure religion. 

Mr. Keith's progress had been somewhat 
different. His marriage had been one of 
strong aflection, and his wife, though pre- 
seuting a model of domestic tenderness, and 
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all that the world accounts amiable, was 
equally indifferent with himself to the great 
concern of salvation. Afflicted by the death 
of two lovely children in one week, she had 
been enabled to see, by faith, the hand 
which smote; and, under divine influence, 
to turn to Him from whom she had so deeply 
revolted. Her last illness was long and lin- 
gering ; but she ceased not to magnify the 
grace of God in bringing her to the know- 
ledge of a Redeemer ; and she easily ob- 
tained from her husband a promise of remov- 
ing, after her decease, to some abode where 
he and his children should enjoy the ad- 
vantages of public ministry more faithfully 
dispensed than in their present neighbour- 
hood. She died in peace, her last breath 
ascending in supplication for her weeping 
family ; and Mr. Keith hastened to fulfil the 
assurance that he had given. His sister, 
Mrs. Aylett, rejoicing unfeignedly over the 
work so manifestly begun, warmly impor- 
tuned him to purchase a residence then 
vacant in her immediate vicinity ; and thi- 
ther the widower and his children repaired. 
Jjeonaxd Keith was the younger son of 
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^^1 two. Herbert, the eldest, Iiad been educated 

^^H for tbe army, by desire of his mother's bro- 

^^H ther, whose name he bore. From school he 

^^B had been transferred to a military academy, 

^^^ and perfected in every branch of his future 

profession, generally passing the vacations 

with his uncle, surrounded with all that 

could delight a heart totally unacquainted 

with itself and with its God. At the period 

I of his mother's death, he was about seven- 
teen, and Leonard two years younger. Their 
only surviving sister had scarcely numbered 
eight summers, when, after a brief visit of 
condolence, Herbert and his uncle parted 
from the afflicted circle, the former expect- 
ing a commission, which was shortly after 
bestowed ou him ; and he joined his regi- 
ment about the period of Mr. Keith's re- 
moral from his now desolate home. 
The hope of the expiring wife and mother 
was speedily and richly fuliilled. Mr. Keith 
and Leonard became living branches of that 
I immortal Vine into which she had so ar- 

dently desired to see them grafted ; while 
the young Laura, placed under the care of a 
most pious and exemplary woman, selected 
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by her father ' for her deficiencies,' as Mrs. 
Aylett remarked, — appeared to imbibe the 
teaching of her kind monitress as the earth 
imbibes spring's fertilising showers; yield- 
ing present increase, and promising a plen- 
tiful harvest in due time. 

These ' deficiencies' on the part of Mrs. 
Morlimer were indeed rather wilful than ac- 
cidental. She had simply given up all for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus, determined to know nothing else ; or 
at least desirous to forget whatsoever was 
not calculated to assist her in the heavenly 
race. Somewhat advanced in years, and re- 
markably plain in person, manner, and attire, 
she seemed to offer a very uninviting con- 
trast to the elegant young females who ten- 
dered their services to instruct the little 
Laura. But Mr, Keith had entered upon 
the christian career under circumstances 
peculiarly favourable to spiritual improve- 
ment ; and, conducting even the most mi- 
nute concerns of his family as in the imme- 
diate sight of God, constant iu secret fervent 
prayer, he experienced the blessedness of 
the lowly contiite soul, which, taught of the 



Holy Spirit to acknowledge the Lord in all 
its ways, fiuds Him ever ready to direct its 
paths. 

Seven years had elapsed, and Herbert 
had only twice looked in upon his father's 
household, the ' strange ways' of which 
furnished him with a theme for ludicrous 
description and unseemly mirth, when he 
returned to bis own quarters, or to his 
uncle's refined abode, of which an unat- 
tached promotion had lately rendered him 
the constant inmate. Mr. Keith deeply re- 
gretted the surrender which he bad been 
induced to make of paternal authority ; and 
Btrongly did he prot£«st against the advan- 
tage taken of his having inconsiderately ac- 
quiesced in the wishes of bis brother-in-law, 
Ave years before he had thought of seeking 
for his children or himself any greater good 
than what this world's wealth can buy. But 
the remonstrances of Mr. Herbert, the re- 
peated expressions of undivided afTeclion 
towards his adopted cliiki, and the plain 
declarations of the young man himself thai 
he never would desert the friend who had 
so watched over bis early years, withheld 
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him Jioni a more decisive mode of interfer- 
ence. At length Mr. Herbert, to the sur- 
prise of all his family, married a haughty 
but illiterate n^oman, whose first attempt, in 
the exercise of her influence, was to drive 
the nephew from his hitherto secure post ; 
and the proud temper of Herbert, rendering 
him impatient of the slightest insult, gave 
speedy effect to her designs. He left his 
uncle in disgust, and was shortly expected 
beneath the roof of his anxious and de- 
lighted father, wlio hailed the loss of his 
brilliant expectations in worldly things as 
the first promise of mercy to his soul. 

Meantime a controversy had been carried 
on between Leonard and his cousins, on the 
topic already adverted to. His frequent inter- 
course with the Aylelts placing him within 
the family circle, occasioned him to be very 
often inchided in the casual invitations of 
iriends who dropped in ; while his steady 
osed him to no small share of 

iroach and expostulation on the part of 
Ms aunt and cousins, who complained that 
his severe plan cast on them a silent re- 
buke ; since what was inconsistent with his 
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diristiaD professioD, could hardly appear re- 
concilable with their own. And they were 
sure, quite sure, that they simply did their 
duty in seeking to make religion attractive, by 
showing it divested of all superstitious 
austerities, adorned with the innocent graces 
of elegance and taste. To all this, and 
much more, Leonard listened with perfect 
good humour, but never failed to vindicate 
his own practice upon grounds which they 
could not assail, otherwise than by exclaim- 
ing against his want of liberality in inter- 
preting what they conceived would bear a 
very different and far more convenient con- 
struction. 

On a recent occasion Leonard had been 
compelled, through the injudicious pertina- 
city with which he was urged by a mutual 
acquaintance, to declare himself very ex- 
plicitly as to the impropriety of such con- 
duct ; and James Aylett, who had returned 
home from a distant university, was so much 
struck with the severity of the implied cen- 
sure on his family, that he resolved not to 
rest until the matter should have undergone 
a thorough investigation. He was the more 
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I^couraged in this, as bis mother had em- 
phaticallj quoted, in the progress of her 
argument, the apostle's words, " Now I be- 
seech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you, hut that ye he perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment." She had then quoted the opinion 
of some who stood very high in the chris- 
tian world, as corroborative of her own ; 
and infened thai her nephew ought to subi 
mit his private judgment to the weight of 
their authority. Here the confereoce had 
been interrupted by the entrance of more 
morning visitors, and Leonard had taken 
his leave. He was, however, well pleased 
when, on the following day, James Aylett 
paid him an early visit, with the avowed 
purpose of resuming the subject in debate. 

Having stated his own view of the matter, 
as concurring with that of his family, and 
supported it with all the oft-repeated sayings 
of his mother, and no inconsiderable portion 
of his own more masculine logic, he made 
bis appeal to the Bible, as has already been 
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stated; and Leonard rejoiced to find him- 
Eelf assailed in his strongest bold, con- 
fidently anticipating the capture of his 
zealous but candid antagonist, who evi- 
dently sought not conquest bnt conviction. 

' To speak freely to yon, Leonard,' he 
said, ' my situation is a very uncomfortable 
one: 1 am not yet of age to act indepen- 
dently, even if I could wish to cast off the 
authority of parents bo deserving of my 
warmest gratitude and duteous affection. 
I have been educated as the child of be- 
lievers, and lived in the enjoyment of all 
their privileges. Prayer and the study of 
God's word I have always regarded as my 
first duty — I may surely add that ihey have 
been also my delight ; and if called on to 
make a choice, I would rather sufier the 
deepest affliction with the people of God, 
than enjoy all the pleasures that sin can 
hold out to me. During my absence ft'om 
home, in the comparative seclusion of my 
coUege-room, my mind has been more deeply 
exercised than formerly ; and while ever)' 
passing day stamps an additional value on 
the incorruptible, undefiled inheritance that 
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dlwaits the children of light, I am more and 
K^ore solicitous to adorn the doctrine of God 
tay Saviour iu all things, ivalking in His 
soniniaadmeuts and ordinances blameless. 
E confess to you that these ivortdly eugage- 
Imenls and employments have no charm for 
Pine : they are a weariness, and 1 would far 
mther sit down with my Bible, or pass the 
Ivening in profitable discourse with my bro- 
thers and sisters, than dress for a party. 
Bi£ut my mother tells me that the feeling is in 
fitself an evidence of my being spiritually 
minded ; and that tlie seriousness which it 
Upreads over my deportment serve to attract 
Rthe notice, and to engage the veneration, of 
other young people, who, from respecting 
me, may be led to respect my religion, and 
so inquire after it, and say, " We will go with 
you; for we have heard that God is with 
you of a ti'uth.' " 

' And are you always thus serious when 
a gay society'?' 
' Generally so ; for, as I told you, it is 
most irksome to me ; and the unmeaning 
ivolity of the scene, the buzzing of cease- 
less uoDsense in my ears, the inevitable 
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of worldly people. Sometimes I do nol 
open them at all, finding myself fatigued 
and spiritless from over- excitement ; and 
knowing that such formality is worse than 
nothing in the sight of God. At other times 
I open and read, but with little fixedness of 
thought; for the lights still dance before my 
eyes, and voices yet hum, and I hardly know 
what world I belong to. Passages, too, will 
occasionally strike me as bearing somewhat 
unfavourably upon my case : and, altoge- 
ther, I fear I could, on closing the book, 
seldom give a very good account of what I 
had been reading.' 

' And then, as to prayer f 

James sighed. * If the secret of all hearts 
were laid open, Leonard, it would be seen 
how little that precious privilege is used, 
how daringly abused, by many a one who 
punctually bends down before the Lord hia 
Maker. It is my great deficiency, as I told 
you ; I hold it both a duly and dehght, yet 
bow often do I insult the Majesty of heaven 
by offering up petitions without the sense 
of want — thanksgivings destitute of grati- 
tude, and iutercessions for those whom my 
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example injures, far more than such sup- 
plications as mine can benefit them !' 

Leonard's feelings were strongly interested 
for his young cousin. There was evidently 
much of disquiet in his soul, a deep dissatis- 
faction within himself, and an instability far 
removed from "joy and peace in believing." 
It was plain that the system pursued in his 
onu family did not content his mind ; and 
that he desired to scet out " a more excel- 
lent way;" but Leonard knew what ob- 
stacles hia natural character would assist to 
throw in his path ; and lamented the snares 
that beset him round about. Conspicuous 
in peraonal attraction, he was accustomed to 
the voice of flattery, and fond of admiration ; 
his talents also were by no means contemp- 
tible ; and no outward accomplishment had 
been neglected in the progress of his educa- 
tion. Leonard was ^vell aware that all these 
things would be against him, should he strike 
into a path more narrow than that which 
his family had selected : and there was like- 
wise a warmth and hastiness of temper, of 
which James had shown himself so con- 
scious, that he frequently acquiesced in 
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gs condeinned by his better judgmeot, 
ffeerely to avoid being irritated by oppoai- 
tion. In his own eyes he was a strange 
compound of pride and humility, obstinacy 
and injudicious compromise ; but his parents 
regarded liim as the flower of their flock ; 
and his brothers and sisters abundantly re- 
turned his warm affection. All this was 
perfectly understood by Leonard, who longed 
to see him established in sound doctrine, — 
an event which Sir. Keith and Miss Mor- 
timer no less confidently predicted than 
they fen-ently prayed for it. Rejoiced at 
the freedom with ivhich his cousin had bi> 
far disclosed his doubts and deficiencies, 
Leonard took up the subject with peculiar 
animation. ' You cannot be surprised, my 
dear James, that I am at this time doubly 
an:iious to see the motit iindeviating con- 
sistency prevail in both our households. 
Herbert, as yon know, is shortly expected 
here ; and his sarcastic humour will not fail 
to turn to the worst account whatever his 
shrewd obseiTation detects in us, as being 
at variance with our united and open pro- 
Never was the Christian walk more 
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keenly scrutinized than ours will be by him ; 
and when we consider that the short period 
which he is hkely to pass among us may 
be Ihe limit of his day of grace, how de- 
sirable does it appear that there be no di- 
vision in judgment or practice !' 

' Then I wish you could come over to 
OUT opinion ; for, whatever may be the mis- 
givings of individuals, you never nil! bring 
our whole family to agree with yon. ' 

' I cannot walk contrary to the convic- 
tions of my own mind,' said Leonard ; 
' neither can I embrace views so glaringly 
opposed to the whole tenor of Scripture.' 

' You have not yet proved that they are 
so opposed : many wise and good men say 
otherwise.' 

' My faith must not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God. You ad- 
mit that all mankind are divided into two 
classes, the children of light, and the cl?B- 
dren of darkness.' ^^H 

' The former you allow to be those «^^ 
clusively to whom we may apply the apo- 
stle's words, " But ye are washed, but ye 
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are sanctiJied, but ye are justified, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God." ' 

' Preciselj' those, and none others.' 

' The children of darkness you compre- 
hend under that term, from every other class 
of human beings; as, heathens who never 
heard of Christ; Jews and Infidels, who re- 
ject Him ; nominal Christians, who have a 
form of godliness, but deny the power 
thereof; — all, in short, who have not, on the 
Gospel terms, individually taken up their 
cross to follow JcsuB. And this great bulk 
of mankind you allow to be those who, in 
the language of inspiration, are called " the 
world," in conlradislinciion to those of whom 
Christ says, that He has chosen them out of 
the world.' 

' To all this I fully assent.' 

' Then, what are the marks by which the 
children of the light are to be known ?' 

' Generally speaking, they cannot be bid. 
They profess to look for salvation through 
Christ alone, utterly rejecting every degree 
of dependence on their own doings, suffer- 
ings, or deservings. The Lord Jesus is 
c 2 
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tlieir sacrifice for sin, and iheir righteousness 
also: in this they aie distinguished iroio 
those nominal believers, who expect to con- 
trive their own redemption in part ; and to 
eke out their merits with those of Christ, taiy 
in the words of Newton, 



If doings prove mtber (do ligbl, 
(A little they own tliey miiy fail,) 

They TelikaD to make oi 
By caslidg ilia Name 
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' Very well : go on.' 

' True Christians, also, while deiicndiiig 
wholly on Christ, and rejecting the law as a 
covenant of works, take it nevertheless as a 
rule of life ; and are as diligent in serving 
God, as forward in every good word and 
work, as though the whole matter rested on 
their single exertions ; and in this they may 
be readily known from the Antiuomian pro- 
fessors, who, by way of e^iahing the power 
and love of Christ, continue in sin, thai 
grace may abound.' 

' The work of the Spirit in their hearts, 
causing a death nnto sin, aiid a new birth 
unto righteousness ; overthrowing the do- 
minion of Satan within, and shedding abroad 
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in the soul that light which shines visibly 
before men in a holy and unblamable con- 
versation — this is the root of the matter, is 
it not ?' 

' Yes ; and all this is summed up in one 
word. Faith : and salvation by faith is a 
stumbling-bloct to the self-righteous, and 
to the wise of the world foolishness. So 
that they who hold the doctrine are, as of 
old, a sect everywhere spokeu against,' 

'So far,' said Leonard, 'we have laid 
down the line in perfect harmony as to its 
right place : it now remains to intjnire whe- 
th er those who have, in naming the name of 
Christ, departed from iniquity, and thiis 
shown that they are placed on the safe side 
of this line, are at liberty to mingle with 
those from whom God has separated them, 
further than as the necessary business of 
life may require, or as they may go to bear 
a message of waniing and invitation to flee 
from the wrath to come.' 

' I dare aay you can prove that they are ' 
not, as a general rule : but I maintain that 
exceptions exist.' 

* And I maintain the contrary. Contin- 
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gen cies there certainly may be, against which 
no human foresight can possibly provide, 
and in meeting which the believer must ex- 
ercise the wisdom which cometh from above, 
liberally given to all who ask it. But these 
are of rare occurrence, and only permitted 
nnder circumstances that will point them 
out as tending to some wise purpose of 
divine mercy or judgment. Of this I have 
been convinced by observing how clear, dis- 
tiuct, and uniform are the commands laid 
upon all who profess the gospel of Christ, 
to come out and altogether separate them- 
selves from the world. In what does this 
separation consist i Is it in abstaining from 
the gross iniquities that de61e the more 
profligate among sinners? This is no cri- 
lerion of faith ; for we see some who utterly 
reject the doctrines of salvation, maintaining 
a character of strict moral rectitude in the 
sight of man, making clean the outside of 
the cup and platter, whitening the sepulchre, 
and hiding from every human eye the abomi- 
nations that fill their hearts. Yet the world 
lakes no offence at them, since they glorify 
not God in Christ : they are slill of the 
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idd, and the world lores its own. Seek- 
^"faig tbe honour which cometh from men only, 
they have their reward ; the world has their 
hearts, and Satan secures their souls.' 

' But seclnsion from the rest of mankind 
is DO surer mark of a renewed spirit,' said 
James, ' Look at the monastic institutions 
of the Romish Church ; do you attach any 
value to such renunciation of all social and 
kindred tiesf 

whatever : the most devoted love 
if this present evil world is carried into 
ose retreats, where bodily exercise, volun- 
humility, and will-worsbiyj form the 
of religion. How many of the worst 
vices of society are likewise found to reign 
nnbridled in the hearts, and to pollute the 
lives of those retired communities, we very 
well know. The mere act of going out of 
the world, with whatever rites and cere- 
,jnonies attended, is nothing, or rather it is 
base desertion of an assigned post, by ' 
'hich men deprive themselves of opportu- | 
nities to serve God and bene&t their fellow- 
creatoreB.' 

' Now that is the very objection so | 
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strongly brought againat your system of se- 
clusion. You deprive yourself of opportu- 
nities to do good, by not letting your light 
shine before men : you incur the charge of 
Pharisaical self-righteousness, saying," Stand 
by thyself, I am holier than thou." You 
seek the indulgence of your own feelings, 
collecting into one separate mass the salt 
which ought to be spread over the face of 
the earth — the leaven that should leaven the 

whole Jump by mingling n^ilh it. You " 

' Softly, my good cousin,' said Leonard, 
smiling, " you run over the heads of indict- 
ment with such rapidity, that I shall forget 
the order in which they are placed ; or per- 
haps leave some part of the charge unan- 
swered. The first count is that of depriving 
ourselves of opportunities to do good, is it 
not?' 

' Yes ; St Paul says, he became all things 
to all men, that he might gain some ; and 
so far as we can mingle with our fellow men 
without becoming partakers of their evil 
deeds, it is our duty to do it." 

'I am not disposed to deny that; but 
we can show, from Scripture, that the 
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origin, progress, and effects of these social 
meetings, from the thronged ball-room and 
sumptuous feast, down to the small tea- 
party and plain dinner, are altogether evil, 
we shall he belter able to judge how far the 
vague possibility of doing some undefined 
sort of good may encourage a conscien- 
tious Christian to handle this pitch with 
a hope of escaping defilement. Of all the 
natural gifts common to every one, with 
which God has blessed us, time is surely 
the most precious. Upon its cessation, 
etemily begins : and in whatsoever state a 
mortal enters eternity, such he must remain. 
Neither is there any gift more awfully un- 
certain in its duration. So long as the world 
endures, summer and winter, and seed-tirae 
and harvest, shall not fail. AVe know that 
the sun rose this morning, and with equal 
certainty ive know that this evening he shall 
set, and to-morrow rise again. The moon 
will wax and wane, stars sparkle in the 
heavens, clouds mande the earth, and upon 
the cloud the bow of the covenant will oc- 
casionally fling its graceful arch. Kaina 
will descend, and frost hind up the rivers. 
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Ocean will roar and lose his waves, unable 
to pass tbe mysterious boundary that con- 
ftDegthem. All this shall yet be ; but which 
of UB can say that n'e shall see it ? You 
cannot calculate on one moment of time. 
God has graciously promised to those who 
first seek His kingdom and righteousness, 
that all things necessary to their bodily 
supply shall be added unto them : but in no 
place has He promised to grant us one hour 
of prolonged existence on earth. He hath 
appointed our bounds, which we cannot 
pass : and in I'eiling with impenetrable 
mystery the period, the place, and the cir- 
cumstances of our trausilion. Ho has stamped 
amost emphatic meaning on the reiterated in- 
junction to " redeem the time." " Ye know 
not what shall be on the morrow :" " Behold, 
I come on thee as a thief, and thou shall 
not know what hour I will come upon thee." 
" Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning : and ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their Lord, when he will 
return from the wedding." " To-day if ye 
will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." 
" Behold, now is the accepted time; behold. 
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now is the day of salration." " Thou fool, 
this night shall thy bouI be required of 
thee." ' 

' They are solemn and striking truths, 
indeed, Leonard. There is no passing mo- 
ment on which the whole concern of eternity 
may not hang : and to trifle with the gift of 
time is, undoubtedly, to mock the long-suf- 
fering of God,' 

' Then confess that those meetings are 
decidedly evil, of which the origin is a de- 
sire and design, on the part of those who 
plan them, to pass a certain portion of this 
valuable time (presuming that it will be 
given) in the total neglect of all that can 
benefit the soul ; the exclusion of the name, 
word, and worship of God ; the indulgence 
of bodily appetite, sloth, and vanity ; and 
the utterance of idle words, even if there 
be no purpose of conupt communication. 
The progress of these things is no less 
manifestly evil. We are commanded, what 
soever we do, including even eating and 
drinking, to do ail to the glory of God; and 
that which violates a command must needs 
be sinful. How is God glorified when a. 
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number of people, whether many or few, 
assemble to foster pride in themselves anci 
each other? That " outward adorning," 
which the apostle condemns among chris- 
tian nomeii, is studiously practised ; evil 
speaking is indulged in ; against many an 
unsuspecting neighbour false witness is 
borne, cither by the original lie of wilfiil 
malevolence, or the unthinking retail of 
anonymous slander. Profligate actions are 
spoken of, if not with the laugh of levity, or 
smile of secret approbation, yet with such 
palliating expressions as pro^'e the habitual 
indication to call evil good, and to put 
sweet for bitter. The name of the Most 
High, if at all remembered, is introduced, 
sometimes in blasphemous adjuration, at 
others as an unmeaning apostrophe. Tlie 
people of Christ, if any mention be made of 
them, become the butt of sarcastic ridicule, 
scornful pity, or indignant invective ; just as 
it may suit the caprice of those present to 
represent them, whether as madmen, fools, 
or hypocrites. Such honour as man may re- 
ceive from his fellow is higlily extolled, and 
eagerly sought alier ; while the honour that 
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Cometh from God only, is neither under- 
stood, believed, nor thought of. I havecon- 
fiaed myself to what lakes place in those 
which are called mere family parties, and 
under the restraint of female presence ; how 
much worse a turn conversation will take 
when that is removed, I need not ohserve ; 
nor is there occasion to brand, with par- 
ticularizing detail, the more glaring enor- 
mities that come under the heads of drunk- 
enness and revellings. In what worldly 
party of any description soever did you find 
the rule enforced, that bids " no corrupt com- 
munication proceed out of your mouth, but 
that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the hear- 
ers J" ' 

' I do not deny any pari of this, and I 
also allow that the effects are evil. Every 
repetition of an improper habit roots it more 
deeply ; every tlay passed in forgelfulness 
of God alienates the heart yet further from 
Him. Every hour trifled away in the ser- 
vice of the world, and indulgence of the 
flesh, assists to quench the struggling spark 
.of spiritual life, and to unfit the mind for 
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serious contemplation. Incessantly gazing 
on the things that are seen, men lose all 
thought of those that are unseen; and each 
frivolous or profligate engagement increases 
the desire after a repetition of the scene, 
making that almost necessary to the body 
which will in the end destroy the aouL 
You cannot regard ihem with deeper dis- 
approbation than I do ; but if, with views 
and feelings totally dissimilar, we enter such 
parties for the sole purpose of showing re- 
ligion iu its native purity, and shaming the 
ungodly, and laying a restraint on their 
words and actions, are we not doing our 
Master's work, shining as lights in a dark 
place!' 

' No — for religious purity consists, in no 
small degree, in complete separation from 
these things. When thus mingling with 
evil, we defile our garments by disobeying 
God. It is not enongli that we walk not 
in the counsel of the ungodly; the blessed- 
ness is on him who will not even stand io 
the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the 
scornful. How is our purity to be pre- 
served ? " Come out from among them, and 



CONFORMITY. 



31 



be ye separate : touch not the unclean thing." 
Can we show the world such purity as Jesus 
Christ displayed before it f Yet what said 
the world of Him ? " He hath do form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see Kim, 
there is do beauty that we should desire 
Him." " We hid, as it were, our faces from 
Him; He was despised, aud we esteemed 
Him not." As soon can corruption inherit 
incorruption, as the polluted heart of the 
natural man love purity — such purity as 
God approves. They who call the master 
of the bouse Beelzebub, will scarcely recog- 
nise his household as angels. The very fact 
of bearing about us some portion of light 
awakes the angry jealousy of the world, for 
" he that doeth evil hatcth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved:" and it is only when we are so 
obliging as to put an extinguisber on our 
candle, or rather to enclose il in a dark lan- 
tern, that the world can tolerate us. A 
Christian may do much good by showing 
with what care he keeps himself unspotted 
trom the world — his silent avoidance of it 
leslifieE eloquently that he knows it to be 
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evil J but by volunteering to flounder in the 
mud with those who dwell there, however 
he may dirty his own garments, he will 
never uleanso theirs. The disciples of Christ 
are as a city set on a hill, conspicuous to 
the dwellers in the vale below ; but if they 
descend and lake up their abode, even for a 
short space, in these inferior regions, they 
cease to occupy the station assigned, and 
are lost in the crowd with whom they 
mingle. " Come up hither," should be their 
language; but in no passage of Scripture 
is there a sanction for them to go down. 

' You speak, too, of shaming the un- 
godly by your presence, and laying a re- 
straint on their words and actions,' conti- 
nued Leonard. ' Instead of this, it has 
been the concurrent testimony of those who 
were called from active participation in these 
things to the knowledge of Christ, that as, 
in their absence, Christians furnished a theme 
for open mockery and abuse, so, when pro- 
sent, the contemptuous dislike of worldly 
minds, just suppressed by the forms of good 
breeding, has derived new strength from the 
unwelcome intrusion : for, however the world 
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maj exult in beiag able to say to a believer, 
- '* Art thou also become one of uh ?" still he 
is unwelcome in their haunts, unless he be 
willing signally to disgrace the name by 
which he is called. The ' saint' is nanowly 
watched ; every little peculiarity, deficiency, 
or infinnity of the man is charged upon his 
religion ; ihey lie in wail for his words, and 
put the most unfavourable construction on 
all that he says and does. Conversation is 
so directed as lo alloiv of many a sly hit, as 
they call it, many an oblique allusion, many 
a rude jest or polite sneer, to take effect on 
him and his principles. Nay, where oppor- 
tunity has favoured the wishes of those 
among whom he has foolishly intruded, by 
removing the restraints of delicacy, I know 
many an instance of language the most im- 
pious, blasphemous, and every way shock- 
ing and degrading, having been premedi- 
tately made use of for the express purpose 
of wounding his ears, and punishing him for 
malting ihem feel that there was one at 
least among them who had some concern 
for eternity.' 

' But all this lakes place where Christians 
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are compelled, in the exercise of their daily 
avocations, to mingle with the men of this 
world.' 

'It does; and exhibits in most striking 
characters the desperate enmity of the world 
against those whom Christ hath chosen ont 
of it. But the scripture commands us to be 
" not slothful in business;" it exhorts us to 
diligence in out several callings ; and we 
are well assured that in his necessary lawful 
intercourse with other men, the believer is 
peculiarly under the watchful eye of his 
Shepherd. Having set the Lord on his 
right hand, he linds Him continually pre- 
sent, and is not moved. God dwells in him, 
and wallvs in him, so long as he walks in 
God's commandments ; and none can set on 
him to hmt him. But wlien of his own free 
choice he leaves his Bible, his fellow Chris- 
tians, and the employments which his Master 
has sanctioned, to seek the smile of that 
world whose friendship is enmity with God, 
what right has he to expect His presence 
should go with him, and give him rest, in 
the turbulent scenes where Satan dwelleth ? 
It is a desperate delusion. Christ suUi, 
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" Whosoever forsaketh not all that he hath, 
cannot be my disciple ;" hut this plan Would 
seem intended to qualify that plain and de- 
cisive declaration, holding out to worldly 
minds the hope, that if they would conde- 
scend to follow Christ, as we profess to do, 
they should have a dispensation to turn 
away now and then, and take a moderate 
sip of the world's cup of blandishments. O 
is this to " remember Lot's wife ?" ' 

' Go on,' said James, who appeared as 
much disposed to be convinced as his 
cousin was anxious to convince him. 

' You say that the charge of pharisaical 
self-righteousness will be brought against i 
by others. Be it so : when the world ceases 
to say all manner of evil against us, falsely, 
for Christ's sake, we shall lose one of the 
beatitudes, and come under the woe de- 
nounced upon those of whom all men speak 
well. The oifence of the cross has not 
ceased, nor will it. John, practising auste- 
rities, was taxed with having a devil ; while 
his divine Master, eating with those whom 
He came to save, was stigmatized as " a 
man gluttonous and a wine-bibber, a friend 
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of publicans and sinners." The servant must 
not expect to fare better than his master. 
Something the world will be sure to charge 
upon us ; and happy are we if it be with us 
as with Daniel of old ! You know what the 
envious princes said; "We shall not find 
any occasion against this Daniel, except we 
find it against him concerning the law of 
his God." Self-righteousness never yet kept 
any man on cool terms with the world : 
Satan too well knows that a house divided 
against itself cannot stand, and one devil 
will not cast another out. What is the lan- 
guage of the unregenerate heart concerning 
those who faithfully expose its sin and its 
peril ? " I hate him, for he never prophe- 
sieth good unto me, but always evil." No 
marvel that some sort of retaliation is gene- 
rally devised, and where inconsistency can- 
not be proved, self-righteousness answers 
the purpose ; but not nearly so well to the 
sinner's liking, or to the dishonouring of 
God's name. Besides, though you should 
concede as much as the most daring may 
vghture upon, without committing gross sin, 
what will it avail ? As long as you run not 
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to tliG same excesB of riot, they nnll speali 
evil of yon; and the man who refuses to 
get drunk lies as open to the accusation of 
being righteous over-much, as he who de- 
clines to make one of a. gossijiing party 
round the tea-table. Tho charge of saying 
" Stand by thyself, I am holier than thou," 
is indignantly brought by the prophet against 
those who lived in the open transgression of 
the law, " which remain among the graves, 
and lodge in the monuments, which eat 
swine's flesh ; and broth of abominable things 
is in their vessels." A description awfully 
suitable to those who choose companions 
among a world " dead in trespasses and sins," 
and partake in their unhallowed fare, while 
assuming a name of peculiar sanctity. But 
Christ's people viust stand aloof from others, 
for He says, " They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world ;" and, " If ye 
were of the world, the world would love his 
own ; but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you." Holier 
than others they also must be ; for thus says 
the Lord, by his apostle, unto them that 
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believe on Him, — " Ye are a chosen gene- 
ration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people ; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of Him who hath called you out 
of darkness into His marvellous light." The 
world, in tho terms of mockeiy which they 
apply to believers, make them partakers 
with their Master in an extraordinary man* 
ner ; for they bestow on them their real titles 
in scorn and derision. The Koman soldiery 
igDorantly hailed by a royal title the King 
of kings, and bowed the knee, and wor- 
shipped Bcoffingly Him to whom every knee 
shoidd bow ; and over his cross Ibey affixed 
the acknowledgment of his regal character. 
Even so they deem it a mock to call those 
' saints' whose hearts' desire and prayer to 
God it is to bo recognised as such by Him : 
and they brand with the distinction of 'evan- 
gelical' sucli as rest their eternal hope on 
the doctrine set forth by Christ's evangelists, 
counting it their highest privilege to build 
their faith thereon, They are, as you re- 
marked, tho sail of the earth; resisting cor- 
ruption themselves, and promising the same 
blessedaesB to all who shall be incorporated 
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with them. But salt, by being too iodis- 
crimiuately scattered in barren places, may 
lose its own savour, without imparting it to 
any other substance : and against this our 
Lord appears to warn his disciples in the 
very passage which is so frequently cited to 
justify a line of conduct far removed from 
christian purity, and as far from christian 
usefulness. And now, James, 1 have, I 
ihint, disposed of all the charges which 
you, on the world's behalf, brought against 
those timid people who will not venture 
themselves where they have no reason to 
expect that God will go with them. What 
is the next head of your argument ?' 

' Nothing more at present, Leonard, You 
have given me enough to meditate on to- 
day; but I shall apply to my mother and 
sisters for some of Iheir scriptural autho- 
rities, as such they must have, and call on 
yoQ to explain them differently. In the in- 
terim I shall certainly resist all solicitations 
to engage in worldly society. This ques- 
tion must be settled before I can conscien- 
tiously do so.' 

' But first be fully persuaded in your own i 
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miiid, my dear Jamee, for you will find it 
a hard struggle to encounter, both from 
without aod within. Should you hastily 
ta]>e up an opinion, and then from insta- 
bility relinquish it, you will wound the cause 
of religion, and afford a double triumph to 
its adversaries.' 

' Leonard,' answered James, with more 
of decision in his look and manner than was 
customary with him, ' I am well aware of 
my owu weakness, and in thai I hope to 
find my strength. Until your argiimeiils, 
supported as they are by plain inferences 
and direct precepts from the word of God, 
are overthrown by yet plainer commands, 
collected from the same infallible word, I 
cannot do ' of faith ' what I have hitherto 
beeu persuaded to do by the counsel and 
example of others; and whatsoever is not 
of faith, is sin. I desire to do the will of 
God, and therefore I confidently trust to 
know of the doctrine whether it be of Him. 
I have prayed for direction, and what you 
have this day spoken may be an answer to 
ray prayer: " Thine ear shall hear a voice 
I behind tbee, saying. This is the way, n~alk 
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ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left." I have often re- 
ceived such instruction on doubtful subjects, 
by the turn whicli general conversation has 
taken, or by the words of some author who 
had besought a blessing on the attempt to 
impart divine knowledge, and whose prayer 
was answered in me. How invaluable is 
the privilege to scet to an unerring Teacher ! 
but we too little regard those supplications 
which He never refuses to hear, and often 
reject His counsel because he sends it by 
means more simple and natural than we 
expect. Neither your words nor those of 
any mortal shall decide me; but I will 
weigh and compare ihem diligently with 
what my Bible tells me, and then I shall 
not fear. I have abundant help promised. 
" He giveth power to the faint, and to them 
that have no might be increaseth strength." 
Neither will He suffer me to be tempted 
above what I am able, but will also with 
every temptation make a way of escape.' 

Leonard rejoiced unspeakably at the pros- 
pect of such aid as James appeared likely 
to give him, not only in setting a striking 
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example before the eyes of the preiudiceil 
Herbert, but also in stemming the tide of 
worldliness that Sowed iuto the family of 
his uncle, but never ebbed from it. He saw 
with deep regret that the most indispensable 
duties were more and more neglected, as 
the claims of dress and preparation on the 
time of his aunt and cousins leJt them less 
leisure for considering the things that be- 
longed unto their peace. As the girls suc- 
cessively attained an age at which they were 
expected to mix in society, greater interest 
was excited in their minds, accomplish- 
ments more assiduously cultivated, the circle 
of acquaintanceship was enlarged, and en- 
gagements, of course, multiplied. Family 
worship was either conducted in the absence 
of several members, or else deferred to so 
late an hour that the younger children had 
retired to rest, and the servants, wearied 
out, could not command a due attention to 
its performance. Sometimes it was wholly 
omitted in the evening ; and many an ab- 
sentee pleaded headache and fatigue for neg- 
lecting to appear at moniing prayers. When 
Leonard unexpectedly entered the room 
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where the ladies pursued iheir elegant oc- 
cupations during the early part of the day, 
an abrupt silence frequently indicated that 
the subject under discussion was one in 
which be could not be expected to take 
part ; and the transition to other topics was 
anything but easy or natural: so that he 
felt his presence sometimes an nnwelcome 
restraint on the party ; and while their un- 
diminished kindness kept alive in his heart 
all the affectionate interest of a brother, 
there seemed a barrier between them alto- 
gether at variance with the " one heart, and 
one soul," that so beautifully characterized 
the infant church of Christ ; and which 
ought ever to subsist, among the few who 
are travelling along the same narrow path 
that leads to the green pastures of eternal 
rest. 

Leonard Keith was equally exposed to 
fightings without and fears within — -equally 
obhged to wrestle with the infirmities of 
corrupt flesh and blood, and with the prin- 
cipalities, and powers, and rulers of the 
darkness of this world — as are the vest of 
the militant church. He bad his sins that 
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easily beset him, and weights that sorely 
burdened him in the race ; yet was be con- 
scious of enjoying far greater serenity of 
spirit, more free and constant access to God, 
and a clearer perception of the right road, 
than seemed the lot of his less consistent 
fiiends. They had their desponding seasons, 
during which they were loud and earnest in 
confessions of individual nnwortliiness, and 
complaints of their own hearts, and wonder 
at the forbearance and long-suffering of an 
offended God : — ihey also had hours, and 
days, and weeks, when all these things seemed 
to be forgotten, and a succession of employ- 
ments and amusements ensued, awakening 
interest and engrossing attention, sufficiently 
to keep ihem in perfect good-humour, with- 
out any reference to religion, beyond the 
stated duties of reading and prayer. 

In neither of these moods could Leonard 
sympathize with them. The plague of his 
own heart, the evil bias of his nature, the 
law of sin warring in his members, were 
ever present to him ; and formed the theme 
of many a prayer, many a secret appeal, 
many an UDUtterod cry of distress to Hiva, 
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who alone can lighten the burden — who 
knowelh how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, and to give the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness. On the help of man he could 
not rely; and therefore to man he did not 
seek, excepting in cases where the deeper 
experience of his father and Miss Mortimer 
induced him to ask their counsel with their 
|jraj-ers. On the other hand, he knew not 
what it was to derive from the trifling scenes 
and worldly employment aught that could 
satisfy his spirit, or even draw it off from 
looking to the end of all those things. It 
was his to experience the blessedness of 
that state which the apostle recommends to 
all believers. When afflicted, his refuge 
was prayer; when joyful and merry, his 
heart rose in the melody of feiTcnt thanks- 
giving to his God and Saviour; to whose 
hand he habitually traced up the many bless- 
ings that visited him. This is the way 
of pleasantness, the path of peace, which 
ihey find whose hearts are right in the sight 
of God, walking before Him ; and though 
such are not exempt from seasons of dark- 
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uesB and depreesion, though the Almighty 
somelimeB seems to corer Himself with 
clouds through which their g up plications 
cannot pierce, yet does the morning of joy 
soon dawn upou their night of heaviness, 
and their souls again praise Him who proves 
Himself the help ol' their countenance and 
their God. 

But a divided service will not satisfy 
Jehovah. If foolish men are plagued, it is 
because of their offences, which they mul- 
tiply against Him when they do that abomi- 
nable thing which He hates, by having fel- 
lowship with scomers and unbelievers. To 
serve alternately in the ranks of his lawful 
sovereign, and in those of rebellious traitors, 
is what no loyal subject would openly ven- 
ture upon. To such desertion death would 
be awarded, and the justice of the sentence 
generally recognized. Is it not strange that 
people professing to be in a peculiar man- 
ner Christ's faithful servants and soldiers, 
should presume that he will require at their 
hands Jess fidelity than belongs to a fellow- 
mortal on an earthly throne ? 

When Leonard communicated to bis &- 
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tber and MisE Mortimer the substance of his 
coDrersation with James Aylett, the former 
remarked, with a smile, ' We may then 

shorlly expect a general engagement; for 
my sister will not quietly brook the defec- 
tion of her favourite sod ; and it is clear 
thai James must avow himself openly, when 
resisting the united force of the whole family 
current. We shall be called to account for 
unsettling his mind.' 

' But surely, sir,' said Leonard, ' my aunts 
will not urge him to act against the dic- 
tates of his conscieiice.' 

' Do you speak from experience ?' asked 
Miss Mortimer. 

'No; I had forgotten. They certainly do 
not spare me, when I oppose their worldly 
compliances,' 

' Be assured, Leonard,' continued his 
lather, ' they will all consider it their 
bounden duty to deter James from this sin- 
gularity of conduct. Both parlies cannot ' 
be right: and once admitting him to be so, 
they must needs follow the same course, or 
stand self- condemned in the eyes of the 
-whole world. If the practical protest of a j 
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cousin against their compromising system be 
found so annoying, what must that of a son 
and brother be ?' 

* Yet,' observed Miss Mortimer, * let us 
not judge, by the cold calculations of reason 
and probability, what may be the event of 
this division : rather let us hail it as an 
answer to prayer ; and trust that our dear 
young friend will prove the first-fruits offer- 
ing, a token of the sanctifying of the whole 
family to God, in a more perfect and single 
dedication to His service than they have 
hitherto been led into.' 

* You are right, my dear madam ; we do 
indeed often ask great things of the Lord, 
and when he puts forth his hand to extend 
the blessing, we draw back in surprise, in- 
quiring what it can mean: and hazarding 
by careless unbelief the loss of that for 
which faith had long raised an imploring 
eye.' 

*We must yield my cousin every sup- 
port,' observed Leonard. 

' Yes, when called upon, as we shall 
doubtless be. But we will not hastily inter- 
fere : for as his resolution is founded on 
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personal conviclion, and that again drawn 
iVom the word of God, he may prefer to 
stand singly in this matter. However, I 
think his mothtr will be positive in fasten- 
ing the whole affair on us ; and protest 
against it accordingly.' 

He was not mistaken ; for on that very 
evening Mrs. Aylett made her appearance, 
with a face full of important communica- 
tion!!. 

' O, Charles,' she began, as soon as the 
first kind greetings were over, ' 1 am sadly 
distressed at something which has occurred.' 

' On what subject ?' 

*Nay, don't pretend ignorance, for you 
certainly know : or at least you do, Leonard. 
However, I will frankly tell you ; for I am 
quite sure that nothing could be furtherfrom 
your hearts, than the wish to give pain lo 
onrs.' 

• Most true, dear sister, when it can be 
conscientiously avoided.' 

' Well, I never called in question the 
conscieniiousness of your motives, though 
I greatly doubt, in some things of minor im- 
portance, the correctness of your views. But 
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the case is this : we, that is, Eliza, Jane, 
and myself, are engaged to take tea in the 
most quiet friendly way possible with Mrs. 
Burton to-morrow evening, and we of course 
expected James to escort us ; but he posi- 
tively refused to go. I concluded it was 
merely a whim of the moment, and should 
not have pressed it further, but Jane, sus- 
pecting something, questioned him, and 
drew from him the avowal, which was 
doubtless in the first place made to you: 
that his mind was by no means satisfied on 
the subject of these worldly visits, as he 
called them, and that he would not enter 
into society at all, until he had seriously 
weighed the matter and come to a decisive 
conclusion/ 

* And was that all ?' 

' That was all.' 

*' And what could a christian parent desire 
in a child more than such a determination to 
" prove all things," that he may " hold fast 
that which is good ?" ' 

^That is true, certainly; but James, as 
you know, is at an age when enthusiasm is 
very apt to blaze out with more glitter than 
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strength and durability : aad as your seuli- 
nients on this subject are so totally opposed 
to ours, I must demand from you a promise 
that you will not interfere to direct or bias 
his choice; but leave him to settle it ac- 
cording to the light which is given him.' 

' Is it your intention also to refrain from 
influencing him in the matter ?' 

' Why, you know what are Mr. Aylett's 
principles. He says, let every man form his 
own rule, as he interprets the word of God, 
and none lord it over the conscience of his 
neighbour. This sentiment he again re- 
peated iu reference to James; and therefore 
we are assured that he will not interfere. As 
to the girls and myself, what does the opi- 
nion of a parcel of women signify ? Men 
are too proud to be guided by us ' 

'O, Fanny,' said her brolher smiling, 
'do not so underrate the persuasiveness of 
female tongues. The serpent calculated but 
too wisely, when he selected Eve as the 
surest instrument of leading Adam into trans- 
gression,' 

' I hope the case is not in point,' replied 
Mrs. Aylett, somewhat displeased. SLJOuer 
E 2 



52 CONFORMITY. 

would I die than entice any one to offend 
the Lord : how much less my own children !* 

* Pardon me, dear sister, I meant it not as 
so strictly applicable to this question : but 
if you and his sisters intend to throw all 
your influence into one scale, why prohibit 
us from contributing a word on the opposite 
side, if James seeks counsel from us ?* 

* Because, as I before hinted, you, as 
men, can argue far more powerfully than we 
can. His brothers are too young to say 
much ; neither has it yet occurred to them 
that they are wiser than their parents.' 

* My dear aunt,' said Leonard, * it is 
true that James discussed the subject with 
me this morning, as you have all very fre- 
quently done before. He ended by making 
the declaration which you have repeated, 
and I rejoiced to hear it. If you apprehend 
any bad effects from our communicating to- 
gether on this point, a sure means of preven- 
tion is before you. Let it be your constant 
and united prayer that he may receive wis- 
dom from above, and be guided into all 
tnith. Such is his own supplication: and 
such, believe me, is ours on his behalf. It 
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cannot be that evil will be suffered to pre- 
vail when all are of one mind in petitioning 
for good, although they may not be agreed 
in their view of what constitutes that good. 
The defence which I was compelled yester- 
day to make, in answer to your simultane- 
ous attack, was the origin of James's visit to 
me this day. Surely you would not bind us 
to silence, when full liberty of speech has 
ever been claimed and conceded on the very 
same topic, whilst I stood singly against 
the whole phalanx of your household.' 

Mrs. Aylett was loo candid to dispute the 
justice of this plea, however she might wish 
it overruled: and she was obliged to assent- 
Indeed, she so traly loved and reverenced 
her brother, and secretly looked up to the 
calm consistency of her nephew's character, 
that she sometimes wished she could feel 
and act as they did. Maternal pride, 
strengthening and strengthened by long ha- 
bits of intercourse with flattering acquaint- 
ance, proved, however, too powerful ibr these 
passing impulses: but she openly declared 
that it was her determiuatiou to withdraw 
from society as soon as she should see her 
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cliildren settled in life: protesting tbat no 
incliQalion of her own led her into it, but a 
sense of dtily compelling her to watch over 
her young datightors in their interconrse 
with a world to which she wished them 
never to assimilate themselves, although their 
rank in society (she might have added iheir 
beauty and accomplishments) demanded 
that tliey should not be altogether secluded 
IVoin it. 

Neither must it be supposed that the 
Ayletts mingled in the more extensive circles 
of dissipation. The theatre was a pro- 
hibited place altogether, as were those pub- 
lic assemblies and crowded parties, mis- 
called private, where it was not in any 
person's power to answer for the actual re- 
spectability of all present. But the dinner 
given to a select dozen or two of friends, the 
evening, when another dozen or two might 
further enliven iho scene, the quiet little 
dance where not more than eight or sixteen 
stood up at once ; the oratorio and the coif 
cert of amateur perfonners, or the more con- 
iined limits of the unceremonious tea-party, 
— all these were held allowable and harmless 
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rccveations for the young, while elderly 
friends watched over them, and held a de- 
cent restraint on their mirthful spirits. 

'What could be more natural,' Mrs. Ay- 
lett would ask, ' than for young people to 
take pleasure in each other's society, and 
mingle in the rational anil innocent gratifica- 
tions of such refined intercourse r' 

' Nothing more natural,' replied Mr. 
Keith, 'for, " the imagination of man's 
heart is evil from his youth." God ia notiu 
all his thoughts : and whatsoever tends to 
keep God out of them, harmonizes with the 
innate depravity and unbelief. They that 
are in the Sesh, do mind the things of the 
flesh : and even in the renewed nature the 
flesh lusteth against the spirit. The ques- 
tion ia, whether we can serve both, can be 
at once led by both : and while I discern in 
the scriptures a direct negative to that in- 
quiry, I take the safer path, and find the 
greater rest to my sou!.' 

' But,' argued his sister, ' as yout faith 
cannot operate savingly on any but yourself, 
or your practice tend to the sanctification of 
another, what line would you adopt, if your 
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children were wholly bent on entering that 
society of which you do not approve ? Is 
forced obedience of any value in God*s 
sight ?' 

* I would remember the rebuke that over- 
took the prophet. " I have told him that I 
will judge his house for ever, for the ini- 
quity which he knoweth : because his sons 
made themselves vile, and he restrained them 
not."' 

^Then you will have a hard task when 
Herbert comes.' 

* I fear so indeed ; but " is anything too 
hard for the Lord ?" I can appeal to him that 
it is my desire to command my children and 
my household after me to keep the way of 
the Lord ; and to have a clear conscience in 
this matter, with an entire faith in his pro- 
mises, is a good preparation for the work 
that lies before me. Yet is my mind far 
from being satisfied in the retrospection of 
my conduct; for dark as both my dear wife 
and myself were as to any spiritual know- 
ledge, we perfectly well knew that the per- 
son to whom we resigned the charge of our 
dear boy was deficient in that moral recti- 
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tude which w6 professed to make the rule 
of our owu conduct. There was a struggle 
both of natural conscience and of natural 
feeling against this abandonment of an off- 
spring to an improper guide ; and I well 
remember the conflict of one sleepless night, 
in particular, when, with all the sophistry 
that Satan helped me to, I could not drown 
the loud internal voice which told me 1 was 
bartering my son's eternal inheritance for a 
mess of this world's pottage.' 

' But surely, dear brother,' said Mrs. 
Aylett, 'you need not now afflict yourself 
on account of what has passed heretofore. 
Deeds that, if they were so evil as you con- 
sider them, yet, having been done through 
ignorance, before the grace of God had 
touched your heart, are among the things 
no longer to he had in remembrance — things 
blotted out, and cast into the depths of the 
sea.' 

* Yes, as regards the penalty of eternal 
death, I trust that they, and all my daily 
sins, are indeed taken away, by the precious 
blood of my Redeemer j but, my dear sister, 
I have often thought that religious people 
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are apt to go too far, in expecting to be de- 
livered from all the temporal consequences 
of their forgiven transgressions. Neither 
scripture nor experience appears to warrant 
this confidence. God has decreed, in his 
character of moral Governor of the world, 
that certain actions should tend to certain 
consequences, as naturally as 'the seed of a 
nettle groduces a weed, and the bulb of a 
tulip a flower. It does not appear to me 
that this law, as respects the actions of uure- 
Ijenerate men, is altered when divine grace 
changes their hearts. Tliere are instances 
where God does evidently interpose to de- 
liver his people from the temporal evils that 
they have invited ; and we have sweet as- 
surance, that, however they may be com- 
pelled to eat of the fruit of their own ways, 
still, after they have been called to the know- 
ledge of Christ, and have learned lo love 
God, all things work together for good lo 
them. Even the sorrow of my heart, con- 
cerning my dear Herbert, is so far a blessing 
that I trust it is working in me deeper re_ 
pentance unto life,' 

'\es,' remarked Leonard, 'it is de- 
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clared, concerning the people of Israel, not 
Hat they shall forget their pardoned trans- 
gressions, but " Then shall ye remember your 
own evil ways, and your doings that were not 
good, and shall loath yourselves in your own 
sight for your iniquities and for your abomin- 
ations. Not for your sakes do I this, saith the 
Lord God, be it known unto you : be ashamed 
and confounded for your own ways, O house 
of Israel." I hare often thought that one sweet 
source of joy in heaven will be the remem- 
brance of our own sins, in the presence of the 
Lamb for whose sake God hath forgotten 
tbem for ever.' 

' Then,' said Mrs. Aylett to her brother, 
' whatever troubles you may have with Her- 
bert, you will regard them, not as marks of 
God's love, but of his wrath; not as a trial 
of your faith, but as the punishment of your 
sins?' 

'Through grace, my dear sister, I hope 
to see and to feel that all these things are 
merited in the dispensation of God's anger 
against sin, still manifested to make sin 
more hateftd to the sinner whom his love 
hath pardoned. The punishment t 
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felt indeed, but not as Ibe stroke of an 
enemj : rather as tlie chastisement of a ten- 
der Father, which by faith I must so re- 
ceire as neither to despise uor to faint under 
it. This is a part of the glorious mystery of 
our experience, " as sorrowful, yet alway 
rejoicing.''' 

' Well,' said Mrs. Aylett, looking at her 
watch, ' T must hasten away. Time always 
slips, I know not how, when you get me 
to listen to you. I have overalaid my half 
hour, and I fear missed an engagement that 
the girls were anxious for me to keep.' 

' But the business on which you came 
was surely of a more important nature than 
to admit of being limited to a half-hour.' 

' O, true: I really had forgotten it. You 
put so many thoughts into my head, that my 
poor James gave place to your expected 
Herbert. I confess, indeed, having been the 
first to introduce his name. Now I must 
hurry away : but don't forget what I have 
said to you of James ; and leave him as 
much to his own unbiassed judgment as pos- 
sible.' 

Mis. Aylett hastened home ; and the 



CONFORMITY. 



G1 



friends whom she left proceeded to a furllier 
discussion of the manner in which the ex 
peeled guest should be received. Mr. Keith 
determined that not any the slightest devia- 
tion from the accnstomed ways of the house- 
hold should be allowed ; at the same time 
he resolved not to make too abrupt an at- 
tack on the poor young man's prejudices, by 
saying anything directly to him. " Let 
bim," said he, "observe our habits; let him 
hear our disconrse, and not feel as though 
his presence imposed any restraint on us. 
We must neither appear ashamed of our 
ways, nor thrust, as it were, our religion into 
his face as a reproach. The poor prodigal !' 
he continued, while his eyes filled with 
tears, * may this return to the house of an 
erring, earthly father, be the blessed prelude 
to a far happier retirni to that where his hea- 
venly Father waits to be gracious to him !' 

The day arrived ; and Herbert approached 
bis paternal gate, agitated by feelings little 
accordant with those of the expecting party 
within. ' What iu the world,' thought he, 
" shall I do among them now? Of course, 
I am regarded as an alien, not belonging to 
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their own party, and this would make the 
matter bad enough in itself i but coming id 
the character of a burdensome beggar back 
to those who considered me well provided 
for — an unwelcome sharer of the inheritance 
of others — an outcast from the home where 
they so cleverly settled nie — an intruder alike 
upon their gloomy habits, and their domes- 
tic arrangements, and their appointed por- 
tions.' — He checked the pace of his horse 
to a slow walk, almost inclined to turn bis 
liead the other way, and seek his fortune in 
a distant clime, w\\ea the quick trottiug of 
horses behind him made him look back ; 
and his father and Leonard rode up, one on 
eitlier side, with countenances of eager de- 
light, the former exclaiming, ' My dear, 
dear boy ! what can Lave led you so far 
round? We rode five miles to meet you, 
and have had quite a race. Butuever mind, 
we have you at last. God bless you, my 
son i' The grasp that held his hand be- 
spoke yet more the fervency of feeling llial 
the father's tone expressed. 

' Indeed, sir — dear father, 1 would not 
ve come by tliis road, if I had anticipated 
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Ijflie gratificatioD of being met by you. I 
thought myself rather early ; and being iin- 
fvilliug to appear too soon, I made a little 
idrcuil.' 

' Too soon !' exclaimed Leonard, who 
had taken the hand liiat his father relin- 
quished; 'ah, Herbert, don't let poor little 
Laura hear those words. She has been at 
an upper window half the morning; and had 
yon arrived to breakfast, instead of a late 
dinner, she would have seen nothing mar- 
vellous in your rapid journey ; so extremely 
anxious she is to behold you.' 

'Dear, pretty Laura!' said Herbert; 'I 
should not have thought she had so strong 
and kind a recollection of one whom she 
has seen so little of. How well you ai'e 
looking, Leonard !' 

' I wish I could say as much to you, 
Herbert,' remarked Mr. Keith ; ' but the 
pure air of this open country is so bracing, 
and so much of out-door occupation en- 
gages us at present, that we shall expect, 
mder the Divine blessing, to see your good 
wks restored very soon. Wc are improving 
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this little property in various ways; and 
your assistance will be highly valuable/ 

Other remarks were made, so natural in 
character, and so cheerful in tone, that Her- 
bert could not conceal from himself a fact 
which he was loath to admit ; that he was 
welcome to his paternal home* Laura^s re- 
ception of him was most joyous; every ser- 
vant looked at him with affection and re- 
spect; nor could his jealous pride find a 
pretence for fancying that anybody pitied 
him. In truth, all hearts were yearning 
over him with the tenderest commiseration ; 
but it was not the reverse in his worldly 
expectations that excited their compassionate 
feelings ; it was the secret longing of a chris- 
tian household, to address him, a poor stray- 
ing outcast, in the words of invitation, 
* Come thou with us, and we will do thee 
good.' 

When the hour for evening prayer ar- 
rived, all went on as usual. Nothing was 
introduced by Mr. Keith into his exposition, 
that could in any way appear to point at 
Herbert ; but in prayer he poured forth from 
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an overflowing heart, the th auk sgiv lugs of 
a. father for the return of a beloved child ; 
touchingly alluding to that vacancy, which 
his establishmeut among them, it was humbly 
hoped, would tend to fill up : and imploring 
blessings on their reunion, so tenderly, so 
evidently from the heart, that Herbert was 
melted into tears ; and when the domestics 
were withdrawn, he threw his arms round 
the affectionate group, exclaiming, " Little 
do I deserve the love that you welcome me 
with ; but may God malie me more worthy 
of it !" Sweet words to their ears. 

Miss Mortimer, with the good taste that 
irings from right feeling, had chosen this 
day to visit a sick friend ; and only returned 
time to add her cordial good-night to those 
of the family. Herbert retired to his room, 
with feelings that he vainly endeavoured to 
combat — the enemy suggesting doubts of 
the present sincerity and future duration of 
these kind demonstrations ; but the reality 
was too vivid to be disputed as yet; and 
Herbert fell asleep before he could well 
muster the suspicions that he was but too 
ready to entertain. 
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The next morniiig, a bell rang before he 
was well dressed, which he remembered waa 
to summon the family to worship together. 
He grumbled at the unreasonable earliness 
of the hour ; but, by a little exertion, ma- 
naged to be in time, entering just as Mr. 
Keith turned to the appointed chapter. 
This duty performed, mauy afiectiouate in- 
quiries were made concerning his night's 
rest ; and a comfortable breakfast-table, with 
the sunshiny lawn spread just before his 
eyes, and all faces equally cheerful around 
him, soou reconciled him to the hardship of 
eating an hour or two sooner than had been 
his custom. He fell into conversation with 
Leonard, on the soil and its productions ; 
and ill answer to his inquiry what improve- 
ments were going on, Mr. ICeilh replied, ' A 
good deal is planned ; but Leonard insisted 
on deferring the actual execution of our de- 
signs, until we could consult you.' 

' Indeed,' said ilerbert, thoughtlessly ; 
' he is too complaisant. 1 have had so little 
opportunity, with less lasle, for such things, 
that ray advice caunolbe worth much.' 

' Nevertheless, Herbert,' replied Mc. 
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Keith, ' ^ou must learn to lake some ia> 
terest, my good lad, in what is to be your 
own property.' 

The cheerful, and even playful, manner ii 
which this was spoken, did not prevent its 
striking Herbert with many paiiifid sensa- 
tions. Mortification at having so lost what 
he was sure of possessing, resentment against 
the occasion of that loss, and, even yet more, 
a proud certainly that he must be hateful 
to the brother whom he thus returned to 
supplant, occasioned a deep cloud to settle 
on his naturally open brow. lie shrugged 
his shoulders, muttered something inaudible, 
and, bending over his plate, commenced 
scraping a little speck of over-browned toast, 
until he left the whole piece bare. 

This, of course, did not escape the notice 
of his friends; but Mr. Keith was always 
provided at the break fast- table with a book 
of short scriptnral remarks, ont of which he 
as accustomed to read a portion, whenever 
lere was either a break or a wn)ng turn in 
"the conversation. He took this opportunity ' 
of doing it ; and Herbert looked up some- 
what quickly, prepared to take in the worst i 
p 2 
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way any sort oflecture. The passage, how- 
ever, admitted of no such applicatioD ; and 
a few very interesling remarks that Mr, 
Keith made, on laying down the book, 
elicited others from Leonard and Miss Mor- 
timer, which Herbert thought equally ex- 
ceptionable and uninteresting. 

This momentary exposure of bad feeling, 
with sundry hints that he soon let fall of his 
dislike to early hours, and the trammels of 
an exact division of time, together with his 
purpose of consulting his own convenience 
and inclination in attending family worship, 
gave rise toa serious and anxious discussion, 
among the rest, as to the line of conduct to 
be adopted towards this wayward, but be- 
loved addition to their party. It was finally 
determined that "every allowance should be 
made for the disadvantageous circumstances 
of one so perfectly unenlightened, and that 
everything should be borne with, short of 
what might bring a real reproach on the 
household; while his father should take the 
first opportunity of setting before him the 
rules by which he desired to see his conduct 
governed i not ceasing to urge upon liim the 
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Bvil conseqnences of a departure from those 
rules, both as affected the character of the 
family, and the welfare of his own soul. 
This was done with equal firniness and 
gentleness ; and Herbert promised to regulate 
his conduct by his father's wishes. These 
he interpreted, certainly, with greater latitude 
than their expression warranted; but he was 
sincerely desirous of avoiding whatever 
might diminish the aS'ectionale attentions, 
for which he could not help feeling grateful. 

All went on smoothly for some days ; but 
the natural enmity of man's heart against 
the holiness of God could not long lie 
dormant. The first cause of open discon- 
tent of Herbert was found in the mode of 
his sister's education, which he declared was 
only suitable to the rank and prospects of a 
dairymaid. 

* O, don't say so, brother ! ' exclaimed 
Laura laughing. ' I am not sufficiently ao ' 
complished for that office. I can neither 
milk nor make cheese.' 

' And pray what cnn you do ?' 

' More than you are disposed to give me 
credit for. I am sufficiently acquainted witb J 
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' Nay, mine is the Testament class, I as- 
sure you ; far beyond A B C 

Herbert shrugged up his sbouldere in de- 
spair, and walked off. 

The next source from which vexation 
arose, was the total separation of his brother 
Jrom general society. A certain measure of 
outward decorum, and abstinence from scenen 
of gross profligacy, he admitted to be tbe 
necessary accompaniments of religious pro- 
fession ; but sanctity, carried to such an 
excess, appeared to Herbert nothing short 
of madness. He heard this singularity of 
Leonard, with that of some other young 
men, treated with the most sarcastic ridicule 
and bitter invective among the ungodly com- 
panions with whom he already passed many 
an hour: and family pride, no less than 
worldly -mindedn ess, wrought in him to view 
with deep dissatisfaction a course that ap- 
peared so calculated to invite the finger of 
scorn. From joining in the remarks of others, 
he gradually imbibed an envious dislike of 
his brother, on grounds which, from the 
days of Cain and Abel, have prevailed in a 
world, where he that is bom after the flesh 
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Still persecutes him that is bom after the 
Spirit. Yet to himself this secret maligaity 
bore the semblance of generous pity, and a 
wish to see his brother delirered from a 
bondage so degrading — an enthusiasm so 
Dearly allied to insanity. Against his bro> 
ther he rarely insinuated the charge of per- 
sonal hypocrisy ; but levelled the most nn- 
measured dennnciatious against that religion 
which, he said, must of necessity make a 
man a hypocrite, if he was not a fool. Laura 
be commiserated as a child, of whose sim- 
plicity and ignorance an unfair advantage 
was taken. He hated Miss Mortimer, as- 
cribing to sordid motives all that she said or 
did: while his aunt and cousins were objects 
of the profoimd contempt inseparable from a 
conviction that they were unskilfully main- 
taining a part in which others were belter 
practised. He believed that the task was 
most irksome, and that nothing withheld 
them from relinquishing it but a dread of 
censure; or pride, that would not allow 
them to own their inferior capacity for sus- 
taining what he scoffingly called ' theit 
parts in the farce.' 
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Thus erroneously does the natural man 
ever miscalculate, concerning tbe things 
which he tindcrslauds not; ' neither, in- 
deed, can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.' In worldly mailers, 
Herbert Keith was shrewdly discriminating, 
well able both to comprehend and to enjoy 
thedevelopementof individual character. He 
was not slow in perceiving that a peculiar 
shyness subsisted among bis female cousins 
and their moLher, with regard to Leonard. 
Indeed, he was conscious of possessing a 
far greater share of their confidence than was 
bestowed on his pious brother ; and tliis he en- 
couraged for the purpose of amusing himself 
at the expense of all parties. The reason is 
obvious : religion wore, in his father's house, 
an aspect of such dignified and consistent 
loveliness, that it furnished a perpetual and 
most convincing illustration of those truths 
which he beard proclaimed on divine autho- 
jrity, morning and evening ; and which his 
father never knowingly lost an opportunity 
of enforcing in his daily converse. Well 
may the enemy of souls tremble when one of 
hU captives is brought within the shiuiog 
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of such as indeed act up to their high call- 
ing, as lights of the world ! In such a case, 
it is the usual policy of Satau to direct the 
attention of his disputed prize to the con- 
duct of others, who, making the like profes- 
sion of vital 'godliness, fall lamentably and 
glaringly short, in practice, of what they 
acknowledge as the only true standard. 
Thus did Herbert learn to strengthen his 
mind against the doctrines avowed by both 
branches of his family, by contemplating the 
VQTy dissimilar fruits produced in their re- 
spective tempers and conduct. 

Herbert was no peculiar instance of hos- 
tility against the trutli : he was merely a 
worldling, who felt that his deeds were con- 
tinually, though silently, reproved by the 
strong light whereto ihey were brought ; 
and who therefore hated the light, and longed 
to convince himself that it was daikness. 

In this state were matters, when, about 
three weeks after Herbert's return to his 
father's house, James Aylett, who had been 
summoned from home rather unexpectedly 
before his cousin's amval, again joined the 
iaoiily circle. His sisters, to whom Herbert 
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had found it no very difficult thing to appear 
in the character of what is called a well- 
disposed youQg man, had not scrupled to 
divulge their apprehensions respecting James, 
as being in danger of imbibing some of 
Leonard's over strict Dotions. Herbert lis- 
tened, and sympathized so far as he could 
appear to do so without committing himself 
— a thing that he was very cautious not to 
do — and secretly resolved to watch, for the 
further hardening himself in rebellion, what 
he expected would lead to a rupture, and 
mutual exposure, among the parties. 

Scarcely had James received and returned 
the warm greetings of his really attached 
family, when, with eager earnestness, they 
began to talk to him of their cousin, ' Poor 
Herbert,' said Jane Aylett, ' is still much in 
the dart ; but by no means so opposed as 
one might expect. He will need to be very 
tenderly dealt with, and allowance made for 
his prejudices. But there is reason to hope 
that he will not long hold out, if judiciously 
managed.' 

' 1 am equally pleased as surprised to 
hear bo favourable an account,' replied fan 
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brother; 'for I have recently passed a 
couple of days in a. neighbourhood where 
Herbert is well known ; and what I there 
heard, prepared me for a very diSerent re- 
port of him.' 

' Oh ! ' said Mrs. Aylett, ' the poor fel- 
low had enjoyed no opportunities of forming 
a fairjudgment of Christians. Since he came 
among us, his impressions have been more 
favourable : and if, as Jane says, we do not 
shock him by too much asperity, we may 
hope to rejoice, ere long, in bis acknowledged 
conversion.' 

* My dear mother ! pardon me ; but surely 
you are making the work of conversion too 
much a matter of human judgment, policy, 
and good management.' 

* No, not so ; I merely speak as regards 
the means. Has not God appointed them, 
no less than the end V 

' Assuredly, dearest mother. We are ad- 
monished to train up a child in the way that 
he should go ; that when he is old he may 
uot depart from it. Poor Herbert having 
unhappily been trained on a very different 
principle, we are bound to use every method 
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in our power to allure him into the paths of 
peace, from those croolied wajG that he has 
been too long accustomed to tread.' 

' Now that is exactly my feeling,' ex- 
claimed Mrs. Ajlett. " We are lo allure, not 
to frighten him; to show him the pleasant- 
ness of those paths, not lo overspread them 
with a gloomy cloud of aEcetic severity. As 
to the work itself, it must be altogether of 
God.' 

' What indications docs Herbert give of 
awakened feeling f asked James. 

' Nothing very particular. Of course he, 
as yet, keeps his thoughts to himself; but 
he makes no oppostion whatever. He likes 
our society, invites our confidence, and lis- 
tens to our opinions on religious subjects with 
perfect good-humour.' 

' And what does Leonard say of him V 

' Leonard,' replied Mrs. Aylelt, " says 
nothing to us; indeed, he takes up such 
high ground, is such an ultra in religion, 
that we must expect he will naturally de- 
spise the day of small things.' 

' Leonard,' added Jane, appears to lake 
very little thought about the matter ; only 
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that lie is, if possible, more repulsively strict, 
and, as Herbert calls it, puritanical, tban 
ever. Nothing can be more ill-judged tban 
to present christian practice as such an 
unattainable thing, to one who is conscious 
that he has the whole work to commence.' 

' And is Herbert conscious of that f cried 
her brother, with delight; ' has he indeed 
acknowledged that he sees his own wretched- 
ness, and desires to follow tlic better way ?' 

' I told you,' replied his sister pettishly, 
' that there is reason to hope he is not much 
opposed to the truth. I did uot say that 
he had made any distinct avowal of his feel- 
ings.' 

' Neither can we expect it,' replied her 
mother. ' But now that James is come 
home, he will have a better sample before 
his eyes than any of us can adbrd him. 
More of learning and sound argument, than 
we poor women can fiiruish ; aud far less 
of discouraging gloom, and forbidding seve- 
rity, than he sees in his brother, who always 
appears to say, " stand by thyself; I am 
holier than ihou." ' 



CONFORMITV. 



James could cot but perceive that the 
drift of all this was to gire bim a new mo- 
tive for avoiding the alricter path of cod- 
sistency, that Leouard, as they suppOBed> 
was leading him into. He said no more, 
but anxiously sought an interview with his 
friend, to inquire whether his impreseion of 
Herbert's state was equally favourable with 
that of the ladies. 

Leonard shooli hie head, and replied, ' As 
yet I have no reason whatever to think that 
he is any otherwise affected than as a man 
who is brought into society, that makes him 
feel his own micongeniality of spirit a great 
discomfort : but that he considers the fault 
of that unc on geniality to rest on himself, I 
cannot perceive,' 

' Do you endeavour to win him by kind- 
ness, and bear in mind his many disadvan- 
tages r 

' It is our own constant prayer that we 
may have grace so to do ; and for myself, 
there is nothing short of actual dereliction 
of principle, wherein I do not yield to him. 
My natural feelings, in this matter, plead 



COSFOEMITV, 



81 



SO very strongly on the side of duty, that 
somelimes I canaot distinguish the one from 
the other,' 

' Are you much together r' 

' As much as Herbert will allow ; of 
course excepting the hours which 1 fear he 
passes in far difi'erent society from any that 
you or I would enter into. I ride with him, 
row with him in our little boat, and, assisted 
by my father and dear Laura, devise as many 
schemes as possible to make him happy in 
our society. We have partly succeeded in 
engaging him to superintend some improve- 
ments on the property, and at this very mo- 
ment he is, I believe, overlooking the work- 
men now employed in finishing a row of 
cottages, that we are laying out on the 
allotment syslem — a plan my father is veiy 
fond of; and to which he has quite won 
Herbert over. Will you come and look at 
them ?' 

James was now fully convinced that his 
family had wronged Leonard in their repre- 
sentations of his conduct; and had ho not 
been so, their subsequent meeting with Her- 
bert would have settled the point. They 
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found him actually engaged in laying tbatch 
on the roof of a neat little cow-house ; and 
the meny langh with which his brother 
hailed him, offering to recommend him as 
a first-rate thalther to the gentleman whom 
he begged leave to introduce, together with 
Herbert's good-humoured retort, as he 
jumped down to shake his cousin by the 
hand, sufficiently prored that there was no 
lack of outward cordiality on either side ; 
and well did James know that, on Leonard's 
part, the wannest love reigned within. 

In fact, Herbert's character was one of 
great frankness, with a flow of spirits that 
rendered him well disposed to be pleased, 
whenever the darker feelings of his mind 
were not called forth. Had Leonard been 
willing to rnn to the like excess of riot with 
him and his profligate associates, he would 
have possessed his brother's full confidence, 
and, indeed, his distinguished preference ; 
for all Herbert's enmity against his re- 
ligion could not blind him tu the amiable 
qualities of his character, and the manly 
sense that shone in what he said and did, 
apart, as Herbert conceived, from the influ- 
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ence of godliness. That influence, however, 
pervading all his thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, was tbe unseen root on which the 
blossom grew, and tbe fruit ripened, in the 
sight of men. 

James Aylett perceived that beneath all 
the polished ease of Herbert's manner a 
close and active scnitiny of himself was 
going on ; the object of which he preliy well 
guessed, and felt doubly anxious so to adorn 
the doctrine of God by his conduct and 
conversation, as to recommend it on more 
solid grounds than had been taken up by 
his mother and sisters. During his recent 
absence, he had both enjoyed and employed 
opportunities of much reading and reflection, 
every hour of which strengthened his con- 
viction that Leonard was right in his view. 
Feeling, also, how valuable at such a lime 
would be the accession of an active ally, he 
determined not to hold back an open avowal 
of his convictions, when a suitable occasion 
offered for declaring it. 

That same evening furnished one that could 
not be passed by. The two Keiths had 
accompanied their cousiu back to dine at his 
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father's ; and while the family were enjoying 
their fruit in a favourite alcove to which 
they adjourned from the heated dining-room, 
Jane ohserved thai a pic-nic, or gipsying 
parly, which had been much talked of in 
the neighbourhood, was hkely to prove even 
move numerous and stylish than had been 
anticipated. Herberta^^liedifshe was goingj 
to which she answered, no; adding, that 
the danger of sudden damp on such occa- 
sions, from which the thin dresses generally 
worn gave little protection, was enough to 
deter her. 

James detected a suppressed smile on 
Herbert's countenance, and looked hard at 
his mother, who said, ' That objection would 
sufSce, indeed, but there is another not so 
easily obviated. Such arrangements are 
made, that in fact it is well understood to 
be nothing less than a public ball in the 
open air : the chief managers being such very 
dissipated people that we could not, con- 
sistently, take part in their proceedings,' 

' Well, I hope you'll give me a dispen- 
sation,' said Herbert, laughingly, ' for I 
have been engaged this some time to make 



CONFORMITY. 



P^^t * Of course; as you see nothing wrong in 

'^""it, you have no occasion to abstain; we, 

feeling an objection, are bound to obey 

the dictates of our conscience, and to stay 

away,' 

' That is the safe rule, after all,' said Mr. 
Aylett; ' conscience is the sure guide; each 
must be fully persuaded in bis own mind, 
and act accordingly,' 

' Provided the conscience be enlightened,' 
remarked Leonard, 'otlierwise a man may 
be very conscientiously in the wrong.' 

'And iu that case,' retorted Herbert, 
' he is not in the wrong at all : for certainly 
you would not condemn a man for doing 
what he honestly believes to be his duty,' 

' Not I, but the law condemns him,' an- 
swered Leonard ; ' we find it necessaiy, for 
the maintenance of civil rights and property, 
to have ^ome general standard to which 
every subject is amenable; and the greatest 
disorganization among a people is described 
as a state of things under which " every one 
did what was right in his own eyes." Self- 
ishness being the most universal characteris- 
tic of the natural man, and indeed of man iu 
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all conditions, each would of course consi- 
der thai the best mode of procedure which 
apparently conduced the most to his ottd 
advantage. This he would pursue, and 
while no moral obligation was grossly out- 
raged, he might do so without any check of 
conscience. Only conceive the result, if in 
any one town, or even parish, all legal enact- 
ments were suspended, and every man al- 
lowed to act upon his own private convic- 
tions, however biassed by ignorance, preju- 
dice, and self-interest.' 

' It is all very trae,' said Herbert, ' and, 
begging your pardon, very irrelevant also. 
As a citizen and a subject, man must be 
held accountable for his outward actions; and 
certaiu laws are framed, that the judgment 
passed on them may be impartial, and con- 
dncive to the general good ; but in religion, 
which is a thing entirely between a man 
and himself, or, if you will, between man 
and God, the case is totally different. I 
grant you that it is an advantage to belong to 
a sound and rational faith like Chriatianity ; 
but if a man in his inmost soul and con- 
BCiGQce believes that Mahomet is the true 



CONFORMITY. 



87 



prophet of God, or ibat, by cutting off a 
fowl's head before a wooden monsler he can 
avert calamities from his house, and secure 
some advantage, do you mean to say that he 
is wrong to act up to his coiiviclionE ; or 
that, honestly believing them to be right, ho 
would not be more culpable in omitting to 
do so ? Of course, you will admit this ; 
and then, bringing it nearer home, applying 
it to those only who are Christiana, there 
cannot be a doubt in the matter. According 
to your views, a person may be conscien- 
tiously in the wrong, just as I might prefer 
this pear before this nectarine, and help 
myself to it as a richer fruit ; while you, con- 
sidering the nectarine far better, decide that 
I am wrong: nevertheless, being conscien- 
tiously fonder of a pear than of a nectarine, 
J am not wrong in saying so, nor wrong in 
helping myself to it, nor wrong in eating it. 
And that, my good fellow, I call a very 
tasty illustration: so suck down your nee- , 
tarine while I munch my pear. We agree to 1 
differ.' 

There was so much good-humour in the 
young man's look, as he playfully tossed a 
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nectarine to his brother, and transferred a 
pear to his own plate, that it pained Leo- 
nard not to acqniese in the laughing verdict 
of his fair cousins, that Herbert had made 
an excellent speech, and wound it up by a 
savoury simile. Such a lisNue of erroneous 
assertions he felt must not pass unanswered, 
but before he could decide how to begin a 
reply, James spoke. 

' My cousin Herbert seems to view man 
in two distinct, almost opposite lights: first 
as a subject and citizen, secondly as the 
professor of some religious system. In the 
former character he is held under a twofold 
responsibihly : he must neither practise 
against the authority of his lawful ruler, nor 
against the well-being of the community to 
which he belongs ?' 

' Precisely so,' said Herbert, turning to 
him with an air of polite indifference, that 
ill concealed his real curiosity to hear what 
part this new acquaintance would take in a 
question that his mother evidently wished 
they had not started. 

' We will suppose, then, that by a royal 
decree peal's were prohibited on the ground 
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that ihey had been proved to produce in the i 
eater some malignant disease, in its nature 
contagious too, and endangering the lives of 
all around hiui ; would not my cousin's in- 
dulgence of his conscientious preference of 
a pear before a nectarine involve in it the 
breach of his twofold obligation of obedi- 
ence to lulers, and regard for the public 
weal ?' 

' In that case it would no longer be a 
conscientious preference,' remarked Her- 
bert. 

'Yes; for the knowledge of its evil pro- 
perties would not alter its natural flavour, 
nor interfere with its agreeable effect on 
your palate.' 

'Your hypothesis, Aylett, is somewhat 
far-fetched and extravagant; I profess my- 
self unable to follow it out.' 

" I merely adopted your own illustration 
to show you what I conceive to be the un- 
tenableness of yonr position. The error 
originates in not considering the strict 
analogy between man's social and spiritual 
duties, in not remembering that he, as a 
Christian, is the subject of a king, the citi- 
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zeD of a community, bound by legal enact- 
ments, the breach of which is highly aod 
fatally penal to himself, while extensively 
injurious to those around him. To leave 
the figure adopted by you, and to come back 
at once to the starling point, the question of 
conscientiously mixing in a scene particu- 
larized by my mother as presenting features 
of what God has declared to be evil, and 
comprieing characters who are notoriously 
sinful, openly, vauntingly profligate and pro- 
fane, we have this plain law in the great 
statute-book of God's kingdom : " Enter 
not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men : avoid it, pass not 
by it, turn from it, and pass away," The 
penalty is also proclaimed : " A companion 
of fools shall be destroyed." By adding one 
to the number of the evil doers, yon 
strengthen their hands: by the force of ex- 
ample you lead others into the same snaro; 
and though you may conscientiously declare 
that the mirth, the revelry, the dainties of 
such an assemblage are exceedingly con- 
genial to your taste, and exhilarating to your 
spirits, and every way suited to 
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your natural character, 1 plainly aslt of you, 
my dear cousiu, are you not palpably wrong, 
disobedient to your heavenly King, and in- 
jurious to your fellow subjects, when you 
enter upon such a course, let your private 
feelings, as to the pleasantness of it, be what 
they may ?' 

There was a pause. Herbert evidently 
fett irritated, but tried to conceal bis annoy- 
ance: the Ayletts considered James as most 
imprudently undoing the supposed effects 
of their conciliatory process of neutralisa- 
tion; while Leonard's heart rejoiced over 
the young champion who thus stood forth in 
defence of the truth, which others were too 
ready to veil, if not to compromise. At 
length, just as Mrs, Aylett had opened her 
lips to change the subject, Herbert suddenly 
spoke: 'You are taking for granted cer- 
tain premises which are not so universally 
admitted. Without impugning or under- 
valuing the authority of the Bible, I may 
fairly question wljelher the strong terms that 
you quote are applicable to the peraons and 
things which you take them to signify. I may 
Hee no harm in a dance, a theatre, a cheerful 
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glass, a merry song, a game at cards, or a 
little foolish conversation, interlarded by ex- 
pressions that) liarsh as they sound to deli- 
cate eare, don't really mean what they seem 
to imply ; much less do I consider them as 
the crimes, or those who practise them as 
the sinners, allnded to in the Bible.' 

' In that case,' said James, ' it becomes 
what, in temporal matters, we should call a 
point of law ; and onr only appeal is the 
statute -ho ol<. By that alone, by the enact- 
ments set forth, and by the precedents re- 
corded, can we safely decide whether the 
things under consideration come or do not 
come within the meaning of the various 
laws and definitions to which I appeal. 
Will you try them by that test ?' 

• No ; I say nothing against the validity 
of your statute -bo olt, nor the correctness 
of your own private edition ; but I hold to 
my previous opinion, that every man must 
judge for himself in things that do not ac- 
tnally concern the public weal; and where 
there is so much difference of opinion, one 
has as good a chance of being right as an- 
other." 
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IP *I grant jou, every man must judge for 
himsel/', as every man will have to give ac- 
count of hiniBeir to God ; but the only safe 
rule for us to judge by is, that word by 
which we must undoubtedly be tried at the 
last day.' 

Here Mrs. Aylett protested she began to 
feel the humidity of evening creeping on 
her: and broke up the circle, having pre- 
viously whispered one of her daughters to 
engage Herbert's attendance in visiting the 
conservatory, and to prevent further dis- 
cussion until she should have tutored James 
on the inexpediency of such open attacks. 
The brothers soon afterwards took leave; 
and while riding homeward, Herbert ab- 
ruptly said, 'James Aylett fancies himself 
an oracle among the saints, and a more il- 
liberal fellow I never met with; but I like 
his honesly. If he had pointed to himself 
as a proof that a man may be conscientiously 
in the wrong, it would have been more to 
his purpose than a long-winded harangue. 
One may see at a glance that the women 
are canting hypocrites, but he is an out- 
spoken, honest fool.' 
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Leonard looked him full in the face, ^ Am 
I a hypocrite, Herbert, or only a fool ?' 

'Upon my honour, Leonard, thafs a 
plain question to embarrass a man with. 
However, between brothers, ceremony may 
be dispensed with. I class you with James, 
not with the women, who are all pretence, 
or with old Aylett, who has not a sub- 
stantive idea of his own on . any point I 
donH doubt your sincerity in the least/ 

* Thank you, Herbert ; and, on the 
strength of that favourable opinion, I trust 
you will credit what 1 solemnly assure you, 
that I believe my aunt and the girls, though 
not so clear-sighted as James, to be as free 
from intentional hypocrisy as he is.' 

* Leonard, do you see the church spire 
peeping out from among those trees ?' 

' Yes.' 

* Well ; I'm going to put my horse on 
his mettle, and if you overtake me before 
I reach the church, you shall have license 
to preach all the rest of the way home.' 

So saying, he started off at full gallop, and 
Leonard's horse followed, but with no 
chance of coming up with the splendid 
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creature which alooe lemainecl lo poor Her- 
bert of all his late possessions. ' Dear 
fellow !' thought Leonard, ' how kindly he 
judges me, and how Doblj has James es- 
tablished the reality of his faith ! 1 must 
pray without ceasing, and labour without 
fainting, and believe without doubting, that- 
yonder straggler will yet be brought home 
lo the fold.' 

James Ajlelt had briefly told him, while 
taking leave, that hia mind was wholly con- 
vinced on' the subject of worldly conformity ;■ 
and that he hoped, by an open declaration' 
of his views, and a walk strictly in uni- 
son with that profession, to be the means of 
leading his family into the same path. 
' Since I fairly weighed the matter in the' 
balances of the sanctuary,' he added, ' I 
have really been amazed at my past blind- 
ness, and deeply bumbled under the con- 
sciousness that I must have been willingly 
deceived. To adopt Herbert's simile, the 
flavour of the nectarine beguiled my judg- 
ment, and I winked at the prohibition be- 
cause I relished the morsel.' 

If James had known what results were 
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already following upon the in cod si stent 
course eo long pursued by his family, he 
would have felt the subject to be one of even 
more startling importance than he was yet 
aware of : results that are unhappily but 
too common in such circumstances. His 
eldest sister had visited much in a family 
very amiable, but altogether worldly ; and 
had, as their guest, accompanied them to 
parties much larger and more general than 
her mother's rule, lax as it was, would have 
included. Music and dancing were things in 
which Jane excelled ; and as she had a rea- 
sonable share both of beauty and fortune to 
enhance her accomplishments, she became an 
object of attraction, A dashing young ba- 
ronet, with nhoni she had danced and sung, 
took a fancy to her; and when, on expressing 
to some of his intimates the admiration 
with which be regarded her, he was tohl it 
would never do, far that Jane and all her 
family were saints, he laughingly remarked 
that in her case the disease did not wear a 
malignant or an obstinate character : that 
the symptoms u'ere by uo means violent, 
since he bad not even perceived tbem^ and 
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tliat a short course of London gaiety would, 
with his judicious maaagement, eradicate 
til em altogether. 

When Jane heard, in the remarks of her 
friends, a confirmation of what she had her- 
self suspected from the baronet's attentions, 
she was much agitated. Title, fashion, and 
an agreeable person, rendered the joung 
man a prize for which many among the 
votaries of pleasure were secretly contending ; 
but these things alone would not have over- 
come Jane's conscientious scruples against 
indissoluhly allying herself with what she 
had so presumptuously tampered with, the 
world lying in wickedness. A stronger 
snare was woven for her ; she had suffered 
her affections to become entangled, and 
passed many an hour in day-dreams as to 
the happiness she might enjoy if the object 
of her regard became a Christian. With 
that lamentable self-deception which has 
often caused believers to pierce tliemselves 
through with many sorrows, she would, 
while resting from the fatigue of the dance in 
a niche filled with odoriferous plants, fancy 
the delight of roaming with him among the 
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cottages of a happy tenantry, dispensing 
pious instruction to the poor and the young : 
and when their voices were blending in the 
strain of some profane and even loose love- 
song, she tried to believe it would soon 
give place to a united hymn of praise. This 
is one of the most terrible consequences of 
such unhallowed compliance with ungodly 
works and ways : the deceived party does 
not cast off religious feelings, but strives to 
combine what must ever remain diametri- 
cally opposed the one to the other ; and 
during this attempt, worldliness is the pre- 
sent reality, godliness the dim and distant 
chimera. The conversion of an individual 
is desired, not so much because a soul will 
thereby be wrenched from Satan, and added 
to the trophies of Christ, as because by that 
means an obstacle will be removed from be- 
tween us and the path of earthly pleasant- 
ness that we have desired to v/alk in. To 
long, to pray, to labour, above all things, for 
the conversion of those to whom we are 
already bound by dear and lasting ties, is at 
once a duty and a delight ; but for a child 
of God to become enamoured of one still in 
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alienation from God, and to make the recou- 
ciliation of ihat sinDer to his offended Judge 
the condiLioQ of following otir own inclina- 
tion, is indeed a fearful position to be placed 
in before the Searcher of hearts. 

In such position was poor Jane now 
placed ; and the hour that was to free her 
from the trammelB of a dissipated life, and 
to restore her to all the privileges of the 
gospel, so far as she chose to avail herself of 
them, was one that she dreaded to meet. 
Before it arrived, Sir William had declared 
his attachment; but instead of asking per- 
mission to make it known to her parents, lie 
involved her in a clandestine correspond- 
ence, for a few weeks only, as he said, un- 
til some important family business, the pro- 
gress of which would be greatly accelerated 
by his continuing in the character of a dis- 
engaged person, was completed. At this, 
Jane''s pride, if not her principle, a little de- 
murred; but on his offering immediately to 
wait upon Mr. Aylelt, and tender his propo- 
sals in forui, she was ashamed to appear 
anxious so to bind liim down. She Uiere- 
fore only stipulated for hberly to use hei 
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own discretion, shoiild circumstances render 
it expedient to inform any part of her fa- 
mily of the pledge she had given; and on 
these terms they parted ; Jane extorting from 
him a promise to read a portion of scripture 
every day, and he assuring her that he 
would seek that change of heart, without 
due evidence of which she had told him 
that she never coidd be his wife: an intima- 
tion that ho received with a submission very 
encouraging to her, though it sprang from a 
conviction on his part that he could soon 
acquire enough of the manner and phraseo- 
logy of " her sect " to satisfy her ; not 
doubting but they should in after years laugh 
together at what he considered the harmless 
masqiierade character under which he was 
to marry. To his carnal mind the things 
that she knew to be of vital moment were 
foolishness; and he never dreamed of incur- 
ring any guilt by humouring her peculiar 
prejudices. 

Such was the actual, though unsuspected 
state of Jane Aylett'a mind and circumstances 
at the time whereof we speak ; and her de- 
sire to strengthen her brother James against 
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Leonard's exclusiveness, as she called it, 
was greatly increased by knowing tbat he 
was to pass a month of the long vacation in 
a neighbourhood where, if he did not ex- 
clude himself, he would be much thrown 
into the society of Sir William, to whom his 
lovely christiaD character would come re- 
commended by his affinity to her; and 
whose conveision, she hoped, would be 
greatly accelerated by their intercourse. 

Thus was each family situated ; the Keiths, 
with their valued fellow-helper, watching 
for the Sun of righteousness to arise on 
Herbert, and seeking the blessing alike in 
bumble faith and in the way of God's com- 
mandments; the Ayletts straying further 
from the light, as they ventured within the 
boundaries of darkness ; striving to keep 
back a son and brother from the more shin- 
ing path, lest his cleaving to it should ren- 
der their own wanderings more apparent > 
and one among them ready even to throw 
him into the way of most dangerous asso- 
ciates, on a private speculation of her own> 
that he might bring back with him the 
object of her regard to the safe ground which 
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she would have him now abandon. Liltk' 
do we anticipale by what a sudden stroke 
of Providence our hesl fichemes may either 
be forestalled or frustrated ! 

After the Keiths had left them, Jane Ay- 
lett began to talk of Herbert as one for 
whom she felt greatly interested. Oue of 
her sisters on this laughingly told her to 
take care of herself, for that Herbert was a 
very engaging person, and had paid her 
great attention. Jane coloured deeply, and 
the other, not understanding the cause, pur- 
sued the same bantering strain, until her 
mother desired her to desist, adding, some- 
what anxiously, ' I am sure Jane has no 
such thought, and does not like to be jested 
with in this foolish way.' 

' No, indeed, mamma, I do not,' said 
Jane warmly. ' Herbert Keith is one of 
the last men I should ever think of pre- 
ferring ; and if I may not compassionate 
his miserably ignorant and prejudiced state 
of mind without being thus jested with, I will 
not again speak to him,' 

' Nay, dearest Jane,' said her brother, 
' do not take bo much to heart what wm 
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unwisely spoVen, but not iintindlj meant 1 
At the same time, I can feel that, if seriously ' 
intended, it would be grievous and insulting 
indeed to a christian woman to be suspected 
of partiality to one still in the gall of J 
bitterness ; unvisited by converting grace, 
therefore an enemy by nature, and by wicked 
works too, to Him whom we love and 
serve,' 

' We must not pass too severe judgment 
on poor Herbert,' said Mrs. Aylelt ; ' con- 
sider his many disadvantages.' 

' I was not particularizing him, mother ; 
I spoke generally. I spoke generally in re- 
ference to unbelievers, with whom the chil- 
dren of God are commanded never to be 
unequally yoked. In that, surely, we are all 
agreed.' 

He looked affectionately, hut very ear- 
nestly at Jane, who shrunk beneath his eye, 
and was so evidently confused and vexed, 
that Mrs. Aylett seemed rather alarhied, and 
the thoughtless girl who had started the 
topic danced away towards her piano, say- 
ing, ' Well, well, some people do prove 
their innocence by looking so guilty, that i 
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I jury of physiognomisls could never settle 



No sooner was James alone with hia mo- 
ther, than, beBeeching permission to speak 
freely, lie declared to her the result of his 
earnest, prayerful investigation of the sub- 
ject so often canvassed between him and 
Leonard ; he avowed his conviction that any 
measure of worldly compliance, in the way 
they were accustomed to make it, was sin- 
ful ; and that, being so persuaded in bis own 
mind, he felt bound to press it upon her 
as a point that most vitally concerned the 
well-being of the whole family. His own 
course, be said, ho had decided on, being 
assured she and his father would not wish 
to coerce him into what he felt to be wrong; 
but that he must walk sorrowfully, though 
in the path of duty, if they would not ac- 
company bim. Mrs. Aylelt was astonished 
at the bold, calm determination with which 
he, who was often hasty, but always pliable, 
spoke ; and no less at his Suency of speech 
on topics where none of them had been so 
slow of tongue as he. Ofiended she could 
not be, for, tender and respectful as he eves 
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was, he now exceeded in both ; but unable 
to parry his arguments, and unwilling to 
yield a point so tenaciously held, she i 
sumed an appearance of displeasure, and 
told hira that since he took ground which 
he considered so much higher than tlieirs, 
he must be content to walk there alone 
until his parents and elder sisters had at- 
tained to the same measure of wisdom and 
ripeness of judgment that he seemed to 
glory in. At first her words affected him 
painfully, and she read in his mortified looks 
encouragement to persevere; but suddenly 
he brightened, and with animation he ex- 
claimed, ' Well, then, dearest mother, I will 
walk alone, but only for a little time; you 
will join me in a happier, and, as you will 
ere long acknowledge, a higher path, and 
we shall rejoice together. Now I have 
some business to attend to ; so give nie the 
parting kiss with the accustomed dear smile, 
and don't send your own pet boy away in 
displeasure.' 

She could not, for she lored him fondly ; 
and James without another word leaped 
playfully out on the lawn. Uis heart was 
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heavy notwitl) Stan ding, for a trying scene 
be knew awaited him. Jane always retired 
with a book to a Hltle bower of her own, 
late in the evening, and often lingered there 
80 long as to miss the irregular family de- 
votions. Here he sought and foinid her ; 
and apologising for an intrusion that she 
was known to dislike, he entered on his 



He had, while absent from home, met 
with some college acquaintance who was 
also intimate with Sir William ; and who, 
among other things, asked him if he had a 
tall, handsome sister, named Jane. On his 
replying in the affirmative, the other laughed 
and rubbed his hands, explaining it by say- 
ing that Sir William had dropped a letter 
a very beautiful one, full of religious advice, 
with a little love to sweeten it, signed Jano 
Aylett ; that, on being bantered about it, 
the baronet was in a terrible rage, and swore 
he would shoot the fellows who dared to 
read his letters; but finding that it had 
slipped from the envelope, and was con- 
sequently without a direction, and that his 
own admission was the only proof of its 
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being addressed to him, lie got cooler; 
warmly vindicated the lady from the sliglit- 
est blame, protested that he was engaged to 
her, aud dwelt with pride upon her beauty 
and goodness ; assuring them that both 
he and they would be made belter men by 
it, if they had the luck to see such an an- 
gelic creature at the head of his house- 
hold. This young man immediately sur- 
mised that the lady was a sister of James 
Aylett, to whom he confidentially commu- 
nicated all this, adding that Sir William was 
a splendid fine fellow, with an open heart, 
an open house, and very large expectations. 
That his conduct in reference to the letter 
had been most manly and honourable ; and 
altogether, he heartily congratulated his 
friend on the excellent prospects of Lady 
D , as he hoped he should soon be per- 
mitted to call her. 

James frankly and conscientiously assured 
him that he believed he was mistaken. There 
were other families of the same name, and 
to his Sir William was wholly a stranger. 
The other knew nothing of when or where 
they had met; so he was forced to acquiesce 
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in the supposed mistake j but after some 
thought, James grew anxious, for he had 
noticed a change in Jane's manner since her 
return from that long visit, which struck him 
as unaccountable. Her agitation, embarrass- 
ment, and displeasure at her sister's raillery 
about Herbert, whom he knew to be by no 
means a favourite with her, aud the strong 
effect produced by his remarks, purposely 
made, confirmed the rising suspicion. He 
now, in bis usual affectionate but straight- 
forward way, told her, without particulariz- 
ing as we have done, that a report had 
reached him of her being acquainted, and, 
in fact, iu correspondence with a gentleman 
of fortune and title, but without ihe indis- 
pensable requisite of personal piety, who 
looked on her as his aifianced wife. 

Denial on Jane's part was impossible, 
even had she been capable of an untruth. 
She burst into tears, and exclaimed, ' Is it 
possible he could be so base as to proclaim 
what he made me promise to keep secret V 

James assured her that from all he could 
learn the young man was perfectly free 
from blame as to the betrayal of what it 
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seemed far more censurable to require her 
to coDceal; that he had acted honourably, 
so far as was consistent with the keeping up 
such a deception, but that his own alarm 
and distress at finding her about to embark 
her happiness where nothing but wreck 
could ensue, had occasioned his present 
irruption upon her privacy. Jane attempted 
to assume the superioritj' that a few more 
years might give her over her brother ; but 
it would not do; she was hysterical and 
unable to support the appearance of com- 
^posure ; and soon threw herself upon his 
mpathy as a christian brother, uuder the I 
■y trying circumstances in which she was 
placed. I 

His sympathy she had ; and his most 
soothing assurances of his undiminished 
affection, while, with a wisdom and power 
that awed her, he set before her the extreme 
peril of her situation. The discussion was 
ing and earnest, and night was consider- 
advanced when Jane said, ' How self- 
ih 1 am to detain you thus ! Papa expects 
'ore five, to start with him and meet | 
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uncle and Leonard for the day's excursion. 
What you have said I feel most deeply, 
and supposing I should have strength given 
me to overcome this unhappy attachment, 
what would you advise me to do ?' 

^ As you formed the engagement without 
consulting our parents, I think you should 
not throw on them the odium of breaking 
through it. Do it yourself; write kindly, 
firmly, honestly, and conclusively. Use 
my name as you please ; I shrink not from 
avowing the part I have taken, and when all 
is concluded acquaint our parents with 
everything — not only as a filial duty; but 
also, as I hope, to operate as a caution with 
regard to the rest of the dear girls.' 

'I will think over it, and I will pray; 
and you also must pray ; for, oh ! James, 
it is a hard, a very hard duty to fulfil !' She 
wept bitterly ; then, as they reached the 
door that led to her apartment, she said, 
^^ Mind, I promise nothing, but honestly to 
seek direction. When you come back, we 
will talk it over once more. Good night, 
dear, dear James ; you are a precious bro- 
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iher to nie. Whatever I am called on to 
give up, I sball find a compeDsation still in 
having such a brother.' 

' Look to mc always, dearest Jane, as far 
as my youth aod inexperience, my igno- 
rance and folly, will allow of my being use- 
ful to you ; but, oh ! never forget to look far 
beyond me to Him, who, as a Brother bom 
for adversity, ever sticketh closer than a 
brother. In Him is all fulness ; and God will 
supply your every need out of the riches 
that are in Christ Jesus,' 

As he passed under his mother's window 
he prayed for a blessing on what he had 
said to her, and then sought au hour's re- 
pose on his couch. 

The excursion on which the gentlemen 
were bound was one of business ; but it was 
no less of pleasure, as the spot lay some 
miles down a beautiful river, and nothing 
could be more delightful than the row. Her- 
bert was invited by his father to accom- 
pany them ; but he shrugged his shoulders 
at the idea of being abroad at five o'clock, 
and begged lo be excused. The place of 
meeting and embaikation was half way be- I 



lis 



CONFORMITY. 



tween the two family mansions ; and ihen 
Leonard, James, and their tvro fathers, to- 
gether set out, beneath a glorious risiug sun, 
and every indication of a most pleasant day. 

Before they had proceeded far, Mr. Ayletl 
suddenly said, ' So, James, I hear you have 
announced jour intention of separating from 
all worldly society ?' 

' Such is my wish and purpose, father.' 

' Shall I tell you what I mean to do to 
you, air, in that case ?' 

James bowed ; he felt rather uncomfort- 
able, but not moved from his purpose, 

' Well, if you persist in doing this, I mean 
to join you. My dear boy, you have chosen 
wisely and well, and I pray that we may 
both be upheld in this course. I have been 
trying to serve two masters, though, had 
any one told me so, I should have repelled 
the charge as most unfounded. I know by 
experience that the ways of the unstable are 
not ways of pleasantness, nor the paths of 
the temporizing paths of peace. 1 have long 
been turning it over in my secret thoughts ; 
and last night, when your dear mother re- 
peated to me your arguments, that 1 might 
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controvert them, every word she Epoke added 
to my previous conviction. Give me your 
hand, James ; henceforth I trust we shall 
walk together in the right way.' 

With what fcehngs the youth grasped and 
kissed that honoured hand, may be surmised 
by those who are devoted and affectionate 
like him. Mr. Keith and Leonard said 
everylhins that could tend to confirm and 
strengthen the mind of their kinsman, who 
repeatedly declared that he never felt such 
joy and peace in believing, as since he left 
off a struggle against his secret convictions. 
They reached the place they were bound to ; 
and after a hght meal set out to retm-n, al- 
ternately conversing, and singing the praises 
of God their Redeemer. 

Herbert, meanwhile, folly intended to 
take his pleasure also ; but it was of a dif- 
ferent kind. He breakfasted earlier than 
wa-s usual with him, and feeling relieved 
from the presence of those whom he sus- 
pected of watching all he did, set off for a 
race-ground fifteen miles away, where lie 
would probably have finished the day and 
evening, and the night also ; but having been 
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com pletelj taken in, when betting on a horse, 
to nearly the amount of all that he had about 
him, he loBt his temper with his money, and 
pronouncing it to be too low a tiling for a 
gentleman to have any concern with, he sul- 
lenly trotted homewards, striking into a new 
track for the sake of variety. 

He soon came within sight of a noble 
stream, winding through a broken and pic- 
turesque channel, the beauty of which 
templed him to skirt it, as far as it lay in 
his direction. He had not proceeded above 
half a mile when his attention was drawn to 
what seemed llie rustic inn of a small strag- 
gling village, or rather clump of cottages, on 
the very margin of the river. Many persons 
were collected about it, some running to and 
fro in seeming distraction of perjilexity, and 
all betokened some calamitous occurrence. 
Herbert was toomuch the man and the soldier 
to hold back where he thought help was 
needed ; he rode briskly on in the direction, 
and was soon overtaken and passed by two 
gentleman at a furious gallop, who flung 
themselves from iheir reeking horses at the 
door ; and when he, with quickened haute, 
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came up, the universal cry was, ' What do 
the doctors say? Oh! what do the doctors 
say ?' as ihe crowd without pressed on two 
men who were guarding the door of the 
little iun from further intruders. 

Room was speedily made for one in whom 
they hoped they recognized some help, and 
he walked in, with an agitation of feeling 
for which he could not account. One of the 
doctors exclaimed as he entered, ' Only one 
lives; the rest are gone — utterly gone.' 
' I fear bo, indeed,' rejoined the other ; 
but let us perserere to the utmost. Remove 
young Keith beforehe recovers his conscious- 
ness. Poor fellow .' this sight would kill 
him.' He looked up, and recognized Her- 
bert, who stood in silent horror, gazing on 
what appeared four dead and dripping 
corpses, and shaking his head, said, ' Look 
to your brother, sir ; lie may be saved.' 

Leonard was bomc to another room, and, 
half-stupified as he still was, Herbert ex- 
erted himself as though his own life had de- 
pended on the rescue of one, whom till that 
moment he was not conscious of loving as 
a brother. They succeeded, and Leonard 
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speedily recognized him, exclaiming, 'Dear 
Herbert I how kind — but wliere, where is 
my father?' 

'I am going to see, Leonard; lie still, 
don't move ; he is in the next room.* And 
into it he went, only to receive the assiir- 
ance of the doctors that no hope existed. 
' Your honoured father, sir,' said one, who 
had occasionally assisted the family surgeon, 
' has a contusion that must have stunned 
him, and rendered his death instantaneous: 
it is a wonder to me how your brother bore 
him up so long, exhausted as he himself 
was. This is a terrible thing, Mr. Keith; 
a calamity to be felt by the whole country 
round: he has not left his like.' And, unable 
longer to bear the spectacle, he turned away. 

Herbert had no word to utter ; the scene 
was as a fearful dream. There, cold and still' 
in death, lay the fond, generous father, who, 
despite the most undutiful, unfeelingneglect 
on his part, when, through his own folly and 
impropriety, he became a disgraced outcast, 
had received him to his home and heart, 
not only without a word of reproach, but 
with the warmest welcome, which Herbert 
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was conscious he had repaid with indiffer- 
ence, if not disrespect. There, too, lay an 
uncle, who had ever regarded him most 
kindly, without any adequate return ; and 
there, with the glow of health still bright 
upon his cheek, and the smile of peace 
parting his now silent lips, that had so lately 
spoken the words of truth, soberness, and 
affection to the unhappy opjjoser, lay his 
young cousin. His heart was really pained 
H-ithin him, while conscience stung his soul, 
as though he were in some sort guilty of 
this slaughter. One of his greatest boasts 
was his unrivalled skill in river navigation, 
and in swimming: bad he not, partly from 
laziness, partly to mingle in a scene of 
low debauchery, rejected his father's re- 
quest for his assistance on that day, accom - 
panied as it had been with a good-humoured 
remark on the value of such an experienced 
hand among comparative novices, he might 
have averted this blow ; might at least have 
rescued one among the sufferers. In the 
.bitter abstraction of self-condemning sorrow, 
lie stood rooted to the spot, pale and cold ; 
fe(1intil he felt his arm grasped by Leonard, 
l.ivho had crawled from the other apartment. 
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and laid his hand upon his shoulder for 
support, while, c on teiD plating the heart- 
rending spectacle, he groaned, ' O, conld 
they not save even one ?' 

' They are all saved, Leonard,' whispered 
his brother: 'saved by Him whom they 
loved and served, and trusted to the last. 
Would to God I were as safe as they !' A 
burst of tears bore witness to the sincerity 
of his feelings, and for a space they wept 
together. Herbert was the first to speak, 
' Our poor Htlle sister ! will not this kill her ?' 

' No,' replied Leonard, ' she will bow 
beneath the stroke, recognising the hand of 
her heavenly Father even in thus rending 
from her the tenderest of earthly parents. 
But the blow will be terrible. Terrible ! 
terrible I' he repeated, in a hurried voice, as, 
staggering towards the cold corpse, he laid 
his hand upon the heart that bad for ever 
ceased to beat. 

The surgeon made a sign to Herbert that 
his head was wandering ; and then said, 
' Rumours may reach Miss Laura and 
Mrs. Aylett, aggravating what they must 
suffer : let me persuade you, gentlemen, 
to hasten home, and leave to me this sad 
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charge.' Leonard obeyed hia brother's call 
to hasten for Laura's sake ; but, pausing 
at the dead body of James, he fervently 
kissed the calm brow, exclaiming, 'More 
than a brother you have been to me, my 
cousin !' 

' And less than a brother you have in mc, 
Leonard,' said Herbert as he gently drew 
him away, ' a fellow wholly unworthy to 
belong to you: but Til show you at least I 
can appreciate your worth, and I'll strive 
to profit by your example. Yes,' he added 
with energy, turning to his father's corpse, 
' Yes, I will supply your place to your 
orphan girl, and walk in your steps to the 
best of my power !' 

Leonard clasped his hand, and secretly 
acknowledged the value of such consolation. 

Description cannot realize the scenes that 
took place in the two houses of mouming, 
from both of which tlie heads were sud- 
denly taken away, and from one of them the 
brightest light that ever shone within it. 
Among them all, none was so pitiable as 
poor Jane, who verily believed that by her 
offence this heavy visitation was provoked. 
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She bad deceived her father, and would have 
resented the tender faithlulnesB of her bro- 
ther, had he not rendered that impossible 
by a judicious mode of procedme. Her 
heart was weighed down by the secret that 
must remain bound in it : bow could she 
bear to heighten her motlier's present an- 
guish by the discovery of what must cruelly 
wound her maternal feelings, and perhaps 
implant an addilioual pang of self-reproach i 
For Jane felt that if she had been led to 
walk consisteully as Laura ^las, or even if 
her mother had yielded to a very eameiit 
protest of Leonard Keith's, just previous to 
her beingsentin one direction, and a younger 
sister in another, as guests among people 
openly opposed to vital godliness, this un- 
happy attachment would never have been 
formed. She had written to Sir William on 
the morning of the fatal day, according to 
what James bad suggested; and only kepi 
the letter for his approval. Now she added, 
in most touching language, calm, bumble, 
and self- accusing, a few lines, stating what 
had occurred : and implored him not to add 
to her affliction by any attempt at further 
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correspondence. This she did promptly 
and decisively, from a mistrust of herself — a | 
dread lest, in the desolation of that bereaved I 
state, she miglit be tempted to turn to the 
object of an earthly affection, which would 
not be sanctioned by Hira who commanded 
her to come out and be separate from the 
world to which that object wholly belonged. 
Nor did the trial end here : Sir William wrote 
in reply a letter so full of respectful sympa- 
I thy, so delicate and so generous, and withal 
l^ao eloquent on the topic of his increased 
admiration and esteem, with touching en- 
treaties not wholly to cast him off until time 
should have proved his earnest desire to be- 
come less unworthy of her, that it was al- 
most too much for poor Jane's resolution. 
She bad, however, found these fires of af- 
fliction to be refining fires : and, by another 
letter, gentle and grateful, bnt of a most de- 
cided tone, she terminated the matter. 

This was well, and to a person of cold or 
wholly subdued feelings it may appear to ! 
have been a light trial ; hut it was far other- 
wise. Jane had not kept her light burning, 
and the consequence was, that when a 
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cloud overshadowed her lot, she went mourn- 
ing in darknesB, doubt, and fear. She had 
not kept well her heart, but allowed it to 
wander on forbidden ground, and a sense of 
having incurred the divine displeasure made 
her shrink from the hand that could alone 
wipe away her tears. There was none of 
whom she could seek counsel as of her lost 
brother, and freedom of access to Him from 
. whom she had so far revolted, seemed 
denied to her sorrow- stricken spirit. She 
went heavily, losing her health and strength, 
and adding to her poor mother's wretched- 
ness by a spectacle of suffering that she 
could not relieve. Such cases are more fre- 
quent among the Lord's people than is 
generally supposed : they are some of the 
most plentiful and most bitter natural fruits 
of conformity to the world. 

Mrs. Aylett deeply mourned an indulgent, 
tender husband, with whom she had lived 
in perfect harmony for many years, and 
whose loss plunged her in many difficulties ; 
for the eldest surviving boy was very young, 
and the affairs that it devolved on her to 
superintend were rendered intricate through 
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negligence, induced by divided attention 
and habits not sufficiently domestic. But 
the grief that preyed most deeply on her 
inmost spirit was the loss of her son. Re- 
calling their last interview, she loathed 
herself for the part she had taken, and in- 
vested with the character of inspiration 
what he had said. It seemed as though she 
had been taken at her word, when, taunting 
the young Christian with a supposed eleva- 
tion above his family, she bade him walk 
there alone. His reply never left her 
thoughts : it appeared a prophetic announce- 
ment ; and the very manner in which he had 
pressed for a kind parting smile bespoke, as 
she thought, a presentiment of its being 
their final separation. ' O, if I had yielded 
to his persuasions ; if T had been content 
to walk with him in God's commandments 
on earth, he would not have been taken 
away from me, to dwell in his presence 
alone !' This was the burden of all her se- 
cret complaints : and when, in answer to her 
eager demand for a repetition of every word 
spoken by her husband and child on the 
fatal day, Leonard repeated the conversa- 
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tion on tliat particular subject, her agony 
v/as dreadful. Blie sank on her knees before 
bim, implored him to forgive her past rejec- 
tion of his right counsel, and to pray thai 
she might find forgiveness for having striven 
to turn aside tlio steps of her son, and to 
restrain her husband Irom entering on the 
only safe path. ^ He was wiUing to walk 
beside bis angel boy,' she exclaimed, ' and 
so they were not parted. Together now 
they walk in white, being found worthy, 
while I am left to be filled with the fruit of 
my own perverse ways, and unhallowed de- 
vices.' Leonard strove in vain to calm her ; 
she denounced herself as the cause of 
their death, and sadly oppressed bis broken 
spirits by her harrowing self-reproaches. 
She felt that much time had been given to 
the service of the world, which ought to 
have been passed in strengthening her own 
soul for a day of calamity ; and while using 
every endeavour to soothe and to encourage 
her, he could not but read a lesson of thank- 
fulness on his own behalf, that be had chosen 
the better way. 

We DOW return to Herbeit, who found 
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himself suddenly master of the estate, with 

all its eiuolumeots, duties, and responsibili- 
ties: his spirit greatly humbled, and his 
heart softened by the awful event that had 
so altered his worldly position. He took 
on himself just so much of the management 
of the first melancholy arrangements as suf- 
ficed to relieve Leonard, who was much 
unnerved by the mental and physical shock 
he had sustained, from any burdensome duty ; 
but in everything he sought his counsel and 
direction, as though his own had been a sub- 
ordinate office. Towards Laura he evinced 
the most fervent affection, anxiety, and sym- 
pathy; while Miss Mortimer was respect- 
fully entreated to retain, and even to extend 
her charge over the household and family 
concerns. On the evening of that dreadful 
day he had returned to the scene of death, 
to order everything for an inquest, and 
remained there till very late : the next 
morning it was held ; and in the afternoon 
a long, weeping procession of domestics, 
friends, and neighbours, escorted the beloved 
remains to their former dwelling. It was a 
trial that shook every heart iu the house : 
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and when Ihe usual hour of prayer arrived, 
the clear sweet tones of the time-piece struck 
on the sense of those who had so long 
hailed them aB a hallowed chime, like the 
knell of every privilege they prized. 

But Herbert rose, aud touched the hell : 
an old servant, who was lingering wietfiilly, 
yet almost hopelessly, near the door, in- 
stantly eutered. His master pointed to the 
large Bible, and the domestic retired with a 
bow of such profound heartfelt respect, as 
Herbert Keith had never before won from 
any mortal, A few miuutes saw the servants 
ranged, and Herbert in his father's place, 
collected and determined, until the sobs of 
the household quite overcame him, and he 
said, ' You must be more composed : I am, 
in every sense, very nuequal to this office, 
but it is a duly I dare not decline.' A strong 
effort enabled them to suppress all further 
sound of grief, aud their new master turned 
to the twenty-third Psalra, which he read 
most beautifidly ; then, reaching a prayer- 
book from the shelf, he went through the 
general confession, the evening collect, and 
the Lord's Prayer, with much feeling : and 
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meagre as the service was, compared with 
what ihey had been accustomed to, the 
most powerful preaching, the mosL prolonged 
supplication, would not have been so sweet 
as was this unlooked-for, voluntary act on 
the part of one from whom nothing of the 
kind was hoped, even by his brother. 

As soon as the servants had withdrawn, 
Laura threw herself into his arms, exclaim- 
ing, ' Dear Herbert ■ — dear, kind Herbert, 
now I know you will be a parent to rae !' 

' As far as I can, my poor Laura ; but 
Leonard is a fitter guide than I. I would 
have asked him to take this office now, but 
he could not have got through with it, I am 
sure.' 

' Indeed I could not,' answered Leonard ; 
' my breath is gone upon the least exertion 
since vesterday; and I rejoice at it, since 
it has procured for us the desire of all our 
hearts — a blessing asked on the household 
by its appointed master.' 

For some time, Herbert continued to sus- 
tain a character evidently not assumed : and 
they could not refuse his earnest request that 
DO alteration might lake place in the domes- 
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tic arrangements, — Leonard, Laura, and Miss 
Morlimer, all remaining as before. By de- 
grees he threw more of the active details on 
Leonard, and consulted him less in his general 
plans concerning the property : hewasoftener 
absent from family worship, and aometimes 
for several days together he left the house. His 
conversations with his brother, whose freedom 
of speech on spiritual subjects he had not 
attempted to discourage, ran on worldly 
things; and, without being rude, he con- 
trived lo parry all that did not suit him, and 
to change tlie discourse. It was a sore grief 
to Leonard to perceive how like the early 
dew the favourable indications thai had re- 
joiced him were passing away; but he still 
hoped, because lie slill prayed for the rising 
indeed of the Sun of righteousness on a 
spirit fast relapsing into darkness. 

' I say, Leonard,' said his brother one 
day, ' how long do you think our good 
aunt means to keep up this diguity of woe ? 
Not that there is much dignity about it; for 
her querulous lamentations are exceedingly 
puerile, no less than wearisome. I really 
can't expose myself to such a bore: the only 
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comfort is, that they will all on a. sudden 
plunge again, slap-dasb, into what you sober 
people consider shocking dissipation.' 

Leonard was pained by the levity of this 
speech : bnl only said, ' The bereavement 
that we have all sustained is not to be for- 
gotten readily.' 

' No, certainly not : believe me, I feel it 
still, and sbonld despise myself if I did not ; 
but there, look at Lanra; her little heart is 
full, her mind constantly dwelling upon her 
loss: yet she makes no show of it, but goes 
about her employments as if it was a duty 
to submit, and keeps the sorrow cherished 
within. Depend on it, her grief will be more 
lasting than her aunt's or than Jane's, who 
has set up for a pensive beauty. I am anxi- 
ous about Laura, and want to devise some 
plan to break in npon the sad current of her 
thoughts.' 

' I don't participate in your alarm, for I 
know she is seeking and finding abundant 
consolation where none can seek it in vain. 
With regard to my aunt Aylett, the death of 
James, underctrcumstances particularly griev- 
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ous to her, as you bnow, is what preys so 
deeply on her peace.' 

'Poor fellow I compared with the rest of 
them he was a diamond among pebbles. I 
really liked him, ho was so bold, honest, and 
sensible. A nice, unaffected lad, who thought 
for himself, spoke what he thought, and 
acted up to what he said. Do yon remein- 
bec the nectarine ? he pushed me hard there.' 

' But he did not convince you.' 

' Noj I am fnrlher from it than ever. I 
only admired his honesty and ingenuity.' 

' O Herbert, don't say so ; surely the com- 
mentary that accompanied the lesson he 
gave was not to be slighted: the solemn 
warning sent to us on the uncertainty of our 
life could not have made you more regardless 
of eternal things ?' 

'Why, 1 have never pretended to be a. 
rehgious character, have I? A season of 
comparative seclusion was due to the memo- 
ry that we all revere ; but you would not 
have me forswear all society, or turn my 
house into an anchorite's cell?' 

Leonard was silent, and he resumed : 
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was my wish to talk with you on these things, 
because a change must ere long take place 
in our mode of lining, 1 never will force 
your inclination, nor Laura's, nor urge you 
to do what you consider wrong ; and there- 
fore, as I cannot undertake to keep my 
friends always aloof, I will, if you approve 
it, set apart the west wing entirely for Laura, 
Miss Mortimer, and their attendants ; not as 
a means of banishing them from the rest of 
the house, but as a retreat for them when I 
have guests whom they would not wish to 
meet. While alone, by all means let us be 
togetlier as we are now.' 

' But surely there is no occasion thus to 
annoy you; some neat cottage in the vici- 
nity would be delightful to them, where you 
could see them daily, if so disposed.' 

* No, Leonard ; never will I give my sister 
any reasonable cause for quitting this house, 
where, but for a heavy stroke of Providence, 
she would long have found a home. If you 
don't like my plan, suggest another; pro- 

^vided it is not to remove her hence.' 

* In that case, I should say your proposal is 
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the best: and moreover, a most generous, 
kind, brotherl; one.' 

' I'm glad you think so ; and now, as you 
deserve my confidence, I will tell you her 
cDDtiaued stay will be a defence to me from 
a certain set of acquaintances who would 
soon quarter themselves on me, if I could not 
plead the presence of ladies as an excuse for 
not receiving them. Drinking, gambling 
fellows,' he continued bitterly, ' who Hould 
fain get nie into their snares again, make 
this house a scene of perpetual riot, and 
speedily bring that fine old limber to the 
hammer.' 

' Surely yon will close your door against 
all such characters ?' 

'Yes, if I have a decent pretext for it; 
other^vise I must first affront, then pistol 
them, till a stray bullet settles me, and you 
slip into the inheritance. So, you see, I am 
engaging you against your own interests to 
save me from such a catastrophe.' 

Leonard I'elt the force of this argument, 
playfully as it was put forward ; and secretly 
on^neii that the young Laura, fenced round 
herself with principles that her unconverted 
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brother was forced to respect, would repay 
his hospitable care of her with a proteclion 
more valuable thau any she could receive 
from him. He resolved that, so long as she 
was not called on lo make any compromise, 
he would sanction and encourage her con- 
tinuance under his roof. After a short pause, 
he expressed his hearty concurrence ; and 
then Herbert asked him, ' And what of your- 
self, Mr. Leonard ?' 

' For the present, to trespass on yourgene- 
rouB hospitality, so freely tendered ; and then, 
in about a month's time, to mate a few visits 
among friends who have solicited me so to 
do: after which I shall quietly sit down lo a 
useful employment,' 

' WTiere ?' 

'That is not quite settled.' 

' Yes, it is ; in my mind at least. Look 
you, Irfjonard, I know you hate idleness, and 
are moreover of an independent character, 
neither of which I should presume to inter- 
fere with ; but you were the helper of our 
dear father, and almost the manager of all 
this properly. Now, I have no turn for bu- 
sraess : quite the reverse. Anybody who will 
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take the work off my hands is sure to make 
a prey of me, I hale accounte, and would 
not possess the Duke of Northumberland's 
territories on the hard coDditioo of examining 
his rent-roll.' 

' Then let me tell you, Herbert, yon are in 
a very bad case, and the sooner you get 
yourself to vanquish these indolent habits the 
better. Trust me, " slotlifulness casteth into 
a deep sleep," aud dumberitig so, you are 
sure to be robbed.' 

'My dear fellow, you may preach that 
apple-tree into a plum-pndding before you 
preach me into habits of business. Let me 
go on : this being ray pitiable plight, I 
have recourse to you, to save me from the 
fangs of mercenary agents, I promise you 
anything but a sinecure ; you will be worked 
hard enough, with no better quarters than a 
share, with Laura, of my house, and a fair 
portion of what I am sure will, under your 
care, be constantly increasing in value. The 
fact is, bad this event occurred a few weekit 
sooner, I should not have thought myself 
safe, much less comfortable, until I had bun- 
dled you all out ; but during the short time I 
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rhSkVe had, Leonard, before and since our loss, 
I have learned to appreciate you — thongli 
not as you deserve — and my comfort, nay 
safety, mainly depends on your consenting to 
remain.' 

' Will yon give me till to-morrow to tbiot 

over your proposal? Not that I do not fully 

perceive both the kindness and the many 

advantages that yon offer me ; but I cannot 

' decide in a matter seriously affecting my 

Iiuture years, without due refleclioD and ^^J 
^H 
' By all means; I'm going out till the day ^^^ 
after to-morrow, and on my return I hope to 1 

'find yon perfectly fixed to give up all other ' 

plans, and he to me the friend I want, the 
brother I prize.' He held out his hand, and 
Leonard warmly expresed the joy he expe- 
rience in being deemed worthy such confi- ^^^| 
dence and affection. ^^^| 

»But the longer he pondered on the circum- ^^^ 
stances, the more conscious he felt that, 
without great circumspection on his part, it 
might become a dangerous snare. lie saw 
the great importance to Herbert of their con- 
tinuing to reside with him; and so long as 
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they were permitted to remain perfectly inde- 
pendent, and not expected to meet with those 
frequenting the bouse, he did not feel justi- 
fied in abandoning the post ; but he foresaw 
some difficulties that might grow into insu- 
perable obstacles to tlie continuance of such 
a plan. These he determined not to antici- 
pate, but to follow what seemed the path of 
present duty ; satisfied that if any tempta- 
tion befel him while walking conscientiously 
in that path, a way of escape would be left 
open. 

Leonard was not one of those who cannot 
decide a matter without seeking counsel from 
their fellow- creatures. In what concerned 
himself, he felt competent to judge and to 
act for himself; and he had often feltthis in- 
dependent course to be one that gave him a 
gi'eat advantage over bis more donbtful 
friends, lie, however, saw it was due to 
Miss Mortimer to state fully his reasons for 
coming to his present decision ; and to re- 
quest her assent, which he thought she woubl 
give after a little hesitation. But Miss Mor- 
timer did not hesitate for a single moment ; 
the feeling that prompted such a proposal oa 
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ihe part of Herbert, it would, she said, be 
unpardonable to meet with coldness, or to 
Beem as if they mistrusted bis voluntary pro- 
mise. 

While she was yet speaking, a letter was 
brought in, which the servant said his master 
had desired him to deliver to Miss Mortimer, 
and the man looked anxious, as though fear- 
ing some rupture with one who was endeared 
to all the household. It was, however, a 
friendly and respeetful note, thanking her for 
the vaUiablc assistance she had rendered to 
the family, and jjailiculavly for her sympathy 
and kindness to him and to all under their 
late heavy affliction. He referred her to his 
brother for the particulars of a request that 
he desired to make for her continued abode 
in his house ; and begged to assure her, that, 
in complying with it, she would add] to the 
obligations he already felt himself under. 

' Herbert is a thorough gentleman,' re- 
marked Leonard, when he had read the let- 
ter, over which Miss Mortimer wept many 
tears of grateful pleasure. 

' Indeed he is : and I would not for worlds 
incur the guilt of nipping in the bad such 
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feelings as be now exhibits. I shall answer 
this Dote as it desenes ; and earnestly seek 
grace to fulfil my duties rightly in a situation 
somewhat novel, and requiring peculiar vigi- 
lance, with no little of the " meekuess of 
wisdom" thai the Lord alone can supply,' 

' At present,' said Leonard, ' our path is 
plain and smooth. What I principally ap- 
prehend is this : Herbert I know to be very 
hospitable, and as he means to exclude 
riotous company, he will probably have re- 
spectable female guests, accompanying their 
husbands to the panics that he certainly will 
give; and probably staying in the house. 
Now, upon what plea will he excuse the ab- 
sence of bis sister — absence from the draw- 
ing-room — even admitting that she IB too 
young to preside at the dinner-table V 

'1 apprehend that we must leave that to 
himself; he probably must have foreseen the 
difficulty, and of course will take his own 
method of obviating it. Perhaps you had 
belter put the case to him — it may be tliathe 
overlooked it.' 

' And what says my dear little sister to 
all this f ' 
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' Whatever you and Miss Mortimer de- 
tennine on, I am sure is best for me, Leo- 
nard. This plan delights me, because I am 
sure dear Herbert will be much happier 
with us; and if we left him, there is no 
knowing what selfish, mercenary people 
might take our place. But what will you 
do, when he has visitors ?" 

' I loo shall be perfectly independent.' 

All being amicably adjusted, Leonard in 
a few days set out on his excursion, charg- 
ing Laura to apprize him constantly how 
she was going on, and requesting Miss Mor- 
timer to communicate ererything of moment. 

Herbert lost no time in having their new 
apartments fitted up with every attention to 
comfort and taste too. He was quite se- 
rious in all his present proceedings : he had 
suffered a good deal from the keen re- 
proaches of his conscience when his father 
was suddenly removed beyond the reach of 
those attentions which he had never received 
from a. son who felt that he owed them. 
The whole dispensation was a softening one, 
including his sudden possession of a very 
handsome property, which, in the course of 
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nature, he would not have enjoyed for Tuaiiy 
years. In all ibat he had said to Leonard, 
be was actuated by kind and honourable 
feelingB, with a real regard for his brother 
and sister, and a toleraLion of Miss Morti- 
mer, whom he respeLled, but never could 
contrive to like. He knew that to separate 
her from Latira was impossible just then ; 
and he resolved to make the best of the 
matter, as we have seen. 

For a lime, all went on very harmoniously. 
The master had made Leonard's absence an 
excuse for requesting that, as lie was so 
seldom in the way, family worship might be 
carried on in the west wing; and Laura's 
study became the chapel of the establish- 
ment. Some new servants were added; a 
valet, a groom, and two females. Thelatter, 
being engaged as usual by Miss Mortimer, 
were of the same class with those already io 
the ])lace : but the male servants came re- 
commended on very different grounds; and 
it was soon announced that a housekeeper 
would be engaged to take charge of the do- 
mestics, and in the choice of one Miss Mor- 
timer's oETered assistance was politely de- 
clined. 
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The knowledge of this fact spread con- 
sternation through the house : the faithful 
servitor, who for many years had com- 
bined in his own person the oQices of butler 
and footman, and who had found the new 
valet a tioublesomc supernumerary, rude, in- 
novating, and conceited, could not stand the 
prospect of such a decided change, and gave 
notice to leave: the cook was told that she 
might retain her place, if the new house- 
keeper found her competent ; if not, she 
must be satisfied to hold office under a more 
accomplished successor. The housekeeper 
pronounced her unqualified : and she engaged 
herself to Mrs. Aylett ; more, she said, for 
the pleasure of knowing that those whom 
she had so long served would sometimes 
there partake of the fruits of her skill, than 
for any inclination she had to the place. 
Miss Mortimer was respectfully treated by 
the new servants ; their master had enjoined 
it ; but she saw that any interference beyond 
the west wing was out of the question; 
and under the regime the family worshippers 
soon dwindled to a very small parly — the 
two ladies, Laura's maid, the laundress, and 
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the gardener. Authority, example, or both 
combined, had withdrawc all the rest. A 
few fashionable additions were made to the 
Aimiture, and great improvements talked of 
for the following year ; and a decent time 
having now elapsed since the decease of its 
former owner, the house was opened for 
company, by giving a dinner to some gen- 
tlemen of the bar engaged on circuit in the 
neighbourhood. No ladies were present ; 
and though the voices of laughter and of 
song, prolonged far into the night, sounded 
strange in the ears of those who had known 
it only as a house of God, and felt it still a 
house of mourning, there was nothing to jus- 
tify complaint. 

But the feeling of discomfort was very 
great; particularly as Herbert rarely now 
returned alone from an excursion even of a 
few hours ; he usually brought home com- 
panions to his late dinner, and frequently 
had some one sleeping in the house, to be 
ready for the morning sally. At such times, 
the ladies felt as in a besieged place, afraid 
to venture into the garden, or the library, to 
which they had coustant access : and froiu 
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the shelves of which they often missed some 
valuable old work, removed to mate room 
for the novel of the day. Many other things 
rendered Leonard's return very desirable, 
and an accident that occnrred only a few 
days previous to that fixed for his arrival, 
nearly brought on a crisis. 

Herbert had invited some friends to dinner, 
among whom was a married couple lately 
come to reside in tbe neighbonrhood. He 
had intimated that they would find it quite 
a bachelor's house, his only sister being too 
young to preside ; and from other quarters 
the lady heard that she was a young " saint," 
left under the care of a sour methodistical 
governess by a gloomy brother, who resolved 
to debar her from all the pleasures of life; 
and that Herbert had been bound by a pro- 
mise not to thwart the design, which he, 
however, highly disapproved. The lady, 
who hated tlie light wilb all the cordiality 
of a confirmed child of darkness, and who 
was moreover a notorious busy-body, and 
not by any means refined, determined to de- 
liver the victim, and laid a plan accord- 
ingly. She took with her two young girls, 
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not yet " brought out," and apologizing to 
Herbert for the liberty, said they had taken 
an early dinner, and would be delighted to 
pass the time with hb sister. Secretly an- 
noyed at what he rightly considered a sin- 
gular piece of impertinence, Herbert waa 
obliged to appear gratified ; and running to 
Laura, told her of the unpleasant surprise, 
inquiring what he should do. ' Of course, 
bring them here,' answered she, ' and I 
will do my best to entertain them. Boots, 
music, drawings, and fiowers, will, I should 
hope, suffice for so short a visit.' 

' Vou are a dear good girl, and I am ex- 
ceedingly obliged to you but really sorry 
to force such unexpected companions upon 
yon: particularly as I don't think, from the 
glimpse I had, you will like them much.' 

He hastened back, and while escorting 
the young ladies, had the further gratifica- 
tion of seeing Laura advance, with modest 
ease, and a gracefulness of manner for which 
she was remarked, to meet and welcome 
them. He gladly transferred the over- 
dressed and aiTecled girls to her care, and 
returned to his guests. 
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The young ladies had been told the pur- 
pose for which they were taken, and re- 
ceived from their elder friend such instruc- 
tions as to her coarse uiind seemed best 
calculated to promote her object. They 
accordingly commenced, as soon as the first 
resen^e wore off, with exclamations of pity 
and indignation at her being so immured ; 
assuring her that she ought at that moment 
to be doing the honours of the table to her 
brother's visitors, Laura mildly replied 
that she was under no restraint — that 
her mode of life was precisely what she 
wished; and that it was the greatest possi- 
ble kindness in her brother to indulge her 
wishes. ' O, J suppose you have not got 
over that shocking affair of your poor fa- 
ther's death yet ; and wish to be retired for 
a longer while, out of respect to his me- 
morj'. Well, nobody can blame you for that, 
but you will never get up your spirits by 
living like a mm in a cloister.' 

' I do not deny,' answered Laura, ' that 
1 should under any circumstances wish to 
remain, as you say, retired for some lime 
longer ; but 1 v ill not make a false excuse. 
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It never was, and I hope never will be, my 
desire to mix in those parties of pleasure 
that you have been describing.' 

^ And why not, may we ask ? is it not 
natural at your age to like pleasure ?' 

^My idea of pleasure,' said Laura, ^is 
something that pleases me ; and I can fancy 
nothing but fatigue and restraint in a round 
of visiting and dressing. I have noticed 
that, among those who live in what the 
world calls pleasure, there is a great differ- 
ence of opinion and taste, as to what it 
really consists in : only on one point they 
are all agreed, it must be something that 
drives from their minds all thoughts of God 
and eternity.^ 

' And no wonder,' remarked the girl who 
had spoken least ; ^ such gloomy subjects 
would damp all the enjoyment of life.' 

*Very true, Bell,' said her sister, *but 
one thing is to be said for Miss Keith : she 
has never been out. She is like a person 
born blind, who has no idea how pleasant 
it would be to see. Poor thing I I am sure 
I pity her ; and if I was cooped up as she 
is, I dare say I should be as fond of think- 
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ing of death, to get rid of such a miserable 
existence.' 

Laura took no notice of this speech ; it 
pained her, as implying a censure on those 
whose memory was most precious to her. 
The young ladies proceeded to look over 
what was lying about, and seeing some mu- 
sic. Bell inquired, ' Don't you think it 
wicked to play ?' then opening a volume, 
' Dear, dear ! I protest, Kate, here's nothing 
but that fusty old Handel. The bare thought 
of bis noisy clang splits the drum of my 
ear.' 

Having criticised the rest of the music, 
they turned away with a shrug, Kate saying, 
' Do you draw, Miss Keith f 
' A little.' 

'Anything besides churches?' asked the 
young lady, with a look so desponding, that 
Laura could not forbear smiling as she re- 
plied, ' My drawings are chiefly sketches of 
the surrounding country; but I will shonr 
you 0. portfolio of very fine prints.' 

After looking at two or three, Kate sud- 
denly called out, ' O, Bell! look at this 
head, is it not the very image of Frederick ? 
L 2 
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Bell agreed, and tbey appeared to forget 
their afiectation, and everylfaing else, in the 
delight that the engraring afforded them. 

'You must know, Miss Keith, Frederick 
is our brother ; a great deal older than we. 
He was quite a father to us, for we lost our 
parents very young ; and you can't think 
how very dearly we love him. It is now six 
years since he went to India ; and he is on 
the way back, with a large fortune, and he 
will settle at home, and take us to lire with 
him. We reckon of it, talk of it, dream 
about it. The friends we live with are well 
enough in their way ; but so different from 
our own brother ! ' 

' We have fifty disagreeable things to put 
up with,'' said Bell, ' but we comfort our- 
selves by thinking how different it will be 
when we live with Frederick; and indeed 
1 think we do nothing now but with a view 
to that. We practise his favourite music, 
and tiy to recollect all his tastes, in dress 
and everything : for, you see, selling aside 
our love for him, if we don't suit his habits 
he may not like us to live with him.' 

' I have no fear of that,' interrupted 
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Kale, 'he would never break his word ; and 
it is because I know that, good or bad, he 
will lake care of us, I feel anxious to please 
him in everything. But we are tiring 
Miss Keith, talking about a person she never 
saw.' 

' Oh ! no, no I' exclaimed Laura, who 
with sparkling eyes was gazing on the sis- 
ters, enjoying this burst of nature, and eager 
to take advantage of it. ' I never could be 
tired hearing sisters praise a brother. Be- 
sides, I am much in the same situation my- 
self. I have a friend who is now absent, 
and with whom I hope to live, in his own 
home. Like your dear brother, he has been 
everything to rae ; and at a great sacrifice 
too — the giving np of more than I can tell 
you. Like you, I find comfort, under all 
present vexations, in looking forward to my 
abode with him : I strive to do what I know 
he would have me do; and accustom my- 
self to the ways that are best suited to his 
house. Like you, too, I rely not upon any 
deservings of mj own for so much happi- 
ness, but upon his promise, which he will I 
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not breat : and I love him because he first 
loved me.' 

' How very curious !' said] Kate, but Bell 
hung her bead, aud was silent, 

Laura resumed, ' Does it not make you 
melancholy, aud spoil your present enjoy- 
ments, to be thinking of this absent brother ?' 

' Dear ! how can you ask such a foolish 
question, begging your pardon ? It makes 
tilings seem of no consequence that would 
vex us if they were to last ; and it keeps us 
in good spirits to enjoy the more what is 



' Then you have answered for me,' SEud 
Laura, with great animation ; ' and you see 
your kind pity is not needed. I am not 
made melancholy by thinking of the precious 
Friend I have above, and of the happy home 
where I am to dwell with him for ever. 
On the contrary, it softens present sorrows, 
and heightens present joys. It keeps me 
contented ; it makes me happy !' Without 
giving time to the astonished girls to answer, 
she ran to her piano, and with great energy 
and feeling, raising her naturally cheeHhl 
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roice to a higher pitch than tisual, she 
p]ajed and sang the heaiitiful hymn, 

" Fur from us be gloom and sadaeBS, 
Fartlicr atill unhullowod mirth," 

Just as she concluded, Miss Mortioier re- 
turned from a visit to the ueighbouriug cot- 
tagers : and Laura introduced her new 
acquaintance. Kate was evidently much 
annoyed and morlified. BcU appeared sul- 
len ; and Miss Mortimer in her heart thought 
them equally disagreeable. However, she 
joined in slriving to amuse them, until the 
lime of prayer arrived ; when, as a matter of 
course, the small party assembled, and Miss 
Mortimer read and prayed. The young 
ladies were summoned soon after, and Kate 
took her leave with a fashionable curtsey, 
while her sister politely thanked Laura for 
the kindness she had shown. 

Meantime Mrs. Barber had prevailed o 
Herbert to take his sister for a morning call 
the following day ; telling him she had na 
doubt her nieces would have formed quite a 
friendship with her ; and significantly add- 
ing, it would do her no harm to have com- 
panions so near her own age. Accordingly, 
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Herbert went after his late breakfast, and 
invited Laura to ride out with him ; adding, 
that he hoped she would have no objection 
to sit for a few minutes at a frieud's house, 
where her guests of the preceding evening 
were staying. 

Laura at once begged to be excused. She 
said they could scarcely avoid asking her to 
return tlie visit of the young ladies ; and as 
she could not accept the invitation, it was a 
pity to volunteer the afi'ront of refusing it. 
Her brother, with some petulance, asked 
whether she supposed there was contamina- 
tion in the society of all but a chosen 
clique ; or that passing an hour or two with 
young girls, who were not even introduced, 
was going into the world ? She answered 
him mildly and submissively, declaring that 
she would willingly accompany hiin in his 
ride; and since he had promised to take 
her, she would go ; only stipulating that she 
should not he required to prolong or renew 
the visit. He replied that since she was so 
absurdly bigoted, he would rather make an 
excuse than expose himself to any further 
trouble , and set forth alone. 
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Mrs. Barber had scarcely patience to ex- 
change the first civilities, and to hear his 
apology for Laura, whom he represented as 
an invalid. She declared that, though sorry 
for the young lady's illness, she was recon- 
ciled to her absence, from finding what a 
very dangerous person she was : that her 
whole conversation was more like that of a 
methodist parson than a young lady ; that 
her nieces had felt it very unpleasant to bo 
preached to by a person younger than 
themselves; and that they were quite un- 
prepared to sit down in a party with the 
servants, for a long lecture, and longer 
prayers. She was quite sure Mr, Keith did 
not know what was going on under his roof, 
or his sense of propriety would soon put a 
stop to it. 

Herbert, whose pride was piqued by this 
coarse rudeness, answered rather haughtily 
that he was aware his sister's habits were 
dissimilar from those of the young ladies 
who had kindly volunteered a visit to her 
retreat, and if matters were not ordered to 
their wish, they must partly attribute it to 
the unexpected nature of the favour con- 
ferred. 
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Mr. Barber laughed, and said, ' I hope 
you are answered, my dear. For my own 
part, I know no girls who wanted a good 
lecture more than these damsels of ours, 
and I'm glad Ihey got it. The fact is, Keith, 
your pretty little sister talked so much to the 
purpose, that one of ihem was quite struck j 
and the consequence is, that instead of 
strumming disagreeable jigs on tlie piano, as 
she is accustomed to do on purpose to spoil 
my morning snooze, she was delected read- 
ing the Bible. Thai's the secret of my wife's 
anger.' 

' I am sure,' said Mrs. Barber, in a 
peevish tone, ' I have done all in my power 
to presene those girls from the fashionable 
mania of religion ; and I little thought I 
was exposing them to it yesterday. Of 
course, Mr. Keith is the best judge of what 
is proper in his own abode ; but it ought to 
be understood that while in one part of the 
house he is hospitably entertainiug his 
friends, in another part a lady, who is known 
to have the management, is holding them 
up to the servants as the wickedest people 
I under the sun.' 
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Herbert was struck by this aitful speech, 
aDd said, ' Surely that was not done.' 

' Here come the girls, and you may in- 
quire. Now, Kate, did not the lady who 
lives with Miss Keith give a long lecture 
against visiting parties ?' 

' Yes, aunt ; that was the drift of it.' 

' No, it was not,' said Bell, ' Miss Mor- 
timer told me that they were reading in 
course, and the chapter last night was from 
St. John's epistle. She did not say a word 
but what was in the Bible f 

'How do you know?' asked her aunt 
sharply. 

' Because I read it all carefully over this 
morning, ma'am.' 

' There, sir, you hear that r I hope you 
will now make allowances for my hasty 
speech, since you see what mischief is done.' 

' Be pleased, sir,' said Bell, ' to tell Miss 
Keith that I am very thankful to her for 
putting in such a beautiful light what I 
thought was a melancholy, gloomy thing. 
1 have thought a great deal about it, and I 
hope I am the belter for it.' 

The aunt and sister both set on her at once 
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with angry reproaches; while Mr. Barber 
whispered to Herbert, ' You see she's a girl 
of spirit, aiirt they are now taking the very 
way to confirm her in following her own 
plan. I wish they may never do worse 
than read a chapter in the Bible !' 

Herbert smiled, and took his leave: the 
scene bad produced a salutary efiect on him, 
showing the malignity, equally with the 
folly and profanity, of such violent opposi- 
tion to the way of holiness. He had once 
been as they, and his own observation of 
those who followed the truth, combined 
witJi the sudden removal of three among 
them to what he felt certain was a blessed 
immortality, had shamed him out of his hos- 
tility. In fact, his reason was now con- 
vinced, but his heart was untouched. He 
fell willing to render some homage to God, 
but not to give up the world: he wished 
to serve two masters ; and any act of com- 
promise on the part of those who had so 
far won him over, would have gieally as- 
sisted his plan. He now resolved to tell 
,ura of the effect produced on the young 
ly, and to make it an argument for mix- 
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ing with such persons in 'order to do them 
good. 

Laura was rejoiced to hear such tidings, 
but at once perceived the inference that he 
drew ; telhng him that the very remarks 
which, had struck Bell were founded on a 
complete renunciation of worldly ways, and 
separation i'rom all that was opposed to 
God. 

Disturbed and dissatisfied, unwilling to 
become the subject of such stories as Mrs. 
Barber was sure to set afloat about him, and 
equally unwilling to part with his sister, of 
whom he was becoming really fond, his de- 
sire for some concession on her part and 
Leonard's increased. Of Miss Mortimer he 
heartily wished to be rid; and it suddenly 
occurred to him, that Mrs. Aylett had always 
appeared to disapprove exceedingly of her 
rigid notions, as she called them. He had 
not for some time been to visit his aunt 
and cousins : he now hoped their violent 
grief had worn itself out, and that they 
would be gradually returning to former ha- 
bits, and willing to aid him in drawing 
Laura into the same course. Accordingly 
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he rode over, and found Jane alone in the 
drawing-room, the others having gone to re- 
turn a call. 

*• I am glad they are getting into society a 
little,' said he ; * they need the change, and 
will find it very beneficial. To tell you the 
truth, I am most anxious to get Laura out 
of her cell ; and as you know how unbending 
Leonard is on that point, I wish you could 
help me, at least with your advice, before he 
returns, which will be within a week.' 

* Indeed, I cannot advise you in any re- 
spect contrary to what Leonard would do ; 
and since you have spoken to me on the sub- 
ject, I implore you, my dear cousin, not to 
attempt to lead your sweet sister into any 
inconsistency. I speak from experience of 
its ill effects — such experience as you could 
not wish her to earn like me.' 

*But consider, Jane, this sad calamity 
was not occasioned by anything that you 
call inconsistency. They were not on a 
party of pleasure, but of necessary business. 
Indeed, I wonder you can look on it as a 
judgment, when my father was as strict as 
man could be ; James, as you may remem- 
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ber, arguing ag^nst me on the subject the 
day before ; and your father a declared con- 
vert to that opinion.' 

' And that is my greatest consolation now, 
to think they had so wholly given them- 
selves to the Lord before, by his mysterious 
providence, he was pleased to take them to 
himself. I do not regard it as ajudgment 
on them, believe me.' 

' And you have no right to consider it a 
judgment on you, any more than Laura has.' 

' I did not speak of it in that light. The 
heart knoweth its own bitterness, and mine 
knows how I have provoked the rod. But 
I meant to say that my inconsistency, my 
compromise of principle in conforming to 
worldly ways, has been the root of such 
deep sorrow to myself, that 1 cannot for a 
moment contemplate the repetition of the 
offence. I do not think my mother or sis- 
ters ever will again mingle in the world : I 
never can.' Tears stole down her pale 
cheeks i and after a short pause, she re- 
sumed : ' Would that I possessed the elo- 
quence ofone who is gone,' that I might answer 
your wish to see us in the world again, by 
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a persuasive invitation to come out of it 
j'oUTBelf ! Trust me, you will find no real 
pleasure, no rest, no peace in it : wliile on 
the other hand — but I need not dwell on the 
contrast; you have a living argument in 
Leonard.' 

BafBed in this quarter, Herbert knew not 
what to do : but he hardened himself against 
conviction, and plunged more deeply in dis- 
sipation to slifie it. When Ijconard returned, 
and heard what had occurred, and saw the 
changes efiected, he was conscious only one 
plain path lay before him. He spoke af- 
fectionately, but most faithfully, to his bro- 
ther; and finding him still impenetrable to 
warning and admonition, he announced that 
some employment suited to his habits and 
wishes had been offered, which he now felt 
it his duty to accept; and he would take 
Laura to reside with him. Herbert, still 
loath to be left to his own friends, again re- 
presented tbe disadvantage it would place 
him under; but Leonard rephed that the 
one great disadvantage of being alienated 
from God was the source of all others ; and 
that the present position of his sister was a 
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cruel one to her, and of no avail lo Herbert. 
Tiiat if he were to take up his abode in the 
hoiisu, and live, as he must do, separate 
from its master, the eft'ect would be painful 
lo both — profitable to neither: and again 
he urged on Herbert the guilt and misery 
of the course he seemed resolved lo pursue. 

All was vain : they parted. Leonard took 
a cottage near the sphere of his daily duties, 
and found it the abode of peace and love, 
with abundant opportunities for usehilness 
around him. Herbert, for a time, kepi open 
house, but could not long bear the seltish 
mercenary associates who came to prey, as 
he had predicted, on the prosperous fortunes 
of one whom in his calamily they had 
abandoned and despised. Tu a fit of disgust 
he resolved lo travel, and Itit his house for 
a year, endeavouring, among the picturesque 
scenery of Switzerland, to find occupation 
for his vacant and gloomy miud. 

He succeeded : a fall, while descending 
one of the glaciers, laid him up at an ob- 
scure cottage for a considerable time, in pain i 
and loneliness; hut under the care of a 
simple peasant, who in the midst of his 
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poverty, was rich in faith^ and who per- 
suaded his sick charge first to listen to, 
then for himself to study the word of life. 
Long before the year had expired, for which 
the family mansion was let, Herbert, pale 
and thin, but joyous and happy, was in- 
stalled in his pleasant apartments, the tem- 
porary guest of his unspeakably delighted 
brother and sister, exclaiming, as they rose 
from the sweet task of united praise and 
thanksgiving, *0, what should I now be, 
had you yielded to my suggestions, and 
sealed the delusion of my soul by meeting 
me in the crooked by-path of worldly con- 
formity ! ' 



THE END. 
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